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To his Honoured Friends, | 


THOMAS TOLEY. 


O. F | 
KEDERMINSTERS 
AND : 
PHILIP FTOLEY 

OF 
PRES T WOQD-HALL,E (quires. 


Honoured Sirs, 


i Hat I joye both your Names iv oné 
: Dedication, # not barely becaufe you 
are Brethren, both i# Nature, and 
endeared afiection each to other: but alfo, 
becaufe you have been, aud ftill are fo, in the 
particular kinduefes you kave for me, aud 
my labours. For I gratefully acknowledge, 
that frow the free and unexpeded douatione 
of the elder of you, I am fixed in this Sphere 
wherein I now moves and from the others 
wear neighbourhood I receive confiant expref- 
fious of a wore than ordinary value for my 
Minifiry, And withal, knowing the seat 
A 2 ! 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Influence both your Names have on thofe parts, 
to the benefit of which efpecially the following 
Papers are defigneds Lf thought it neceffary 
in. the publication of them to defire your 
joint-countenance in the recommendation 
of them to your many Lenants and Depen- 
dants. A requeft, which I doubt not to 
obtain fiom you, becanje I know both your 
hearts are already poffelfed with a juft vene~ 
ration of that great Providence which occa- 
floned them , and an hearty defire that all 
thofe who any way relate to you may be bet- 
tered thereby. < 

Which Providence, as it filled all thefe 
parts, and thence the whole Nation, for fome 
months, with difcourfe and wonder 5 and ex- 
ercifed the curiofity of all inguifitive Perfons, 
whofe occafions brought them near the place 
svhere it was acted; and I hope hath contribu- 
sell towards the edification of many of them. 
So.the confideration thereof excited me to at- 
‘tempt to render it more serviceable to that 
great End. This 1 endeavoured lately, by 
preaching feveral Sermons relating to that 
‘occafion, to my own Congregation , who had 
generally been led either by their . Curiofity, 
or better Motives ( as it is to be hoped of 
divers of then ) to the fight of that fad fhe- 
&acle, expofed bythe Divine Majefty to pub- 
Lick view fo near their own habitations : ‘and 
afterwards upon the declared opinion of di- 
wers Judicious Auditors, that they might be 

: more 














The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
weore publickly..ufeful, reviewed them, and 
fitted them, as well as {uch plain Country.Dif- 
courfes could be, without wholly altering the 
frame of them, for the Prefs. 

And this I did, the rather becaufe they 
were thought fit by the Reverend Author of 
the annexed Narrative in particular, to ac- 
company it into the world; which he therefore 
fent to me, that I might fo annex its and 
withal, might farther affift it tothe obtaining 
its honeft end, by my atteftation and re- 
commendation. | 

Aud the former of thefe ( though he needs 
it not ) Ido hereby readily give hin, as be- 
ing affured by unguefizonable Teftimony, 
( though I my felf was out of the Country, 
during the greateft part of the time wherein 
that fad Providence was ating ) that the 
fubfiance of what he relates is exadtly True , 
and concerning the Particulars, ( feeing they 
are averred upon his own Perfonal knowledge, 
who by occafton of the nearne|s of his refidence, 
being within the bounds of the fame Parifh, 
was the moft frequent Vifitor of the Party 
whole condition he relates ) no man can va- 
tionally doubt, who knows hin, ( as you both 
have for many years ) or will but ask a chae 
racer of hiut frome you. 

The latter, becanfe I need uot give it as | 


| to you, to whoue the knowledge of the Author 
| Aimfelf fufficiently recommends it 5 and yet I 


defive to gzve it to others by yous, and beg the 









The Epiftle Dedicatory. ' 
fame again my felf- frone youon the behalf of 
thé difcourie. prefixed, which ( as being 
more properly. wine own ) ] hereby confign, 
with my felf, to your fervice, as being, 


Honouwted Sirs, 
Your moft affectionate and 
obliged Servant in the 
biakes ke . work of the Lord Jelus, 
Old Swinford, Sept. 
20. 1677: 
SIMON FORD. 





To the Chriftian Readers of this Dif- 
courfe, and the annexed’ Narra- 
tive: Efpecially the Inhabitants of 
Old Swinford and Kings-Swinford, 
with the Town of Sturbridge, and 
the adjacent Parifhes and Hamlets. 


Chriftian Readers, and efpecially 

you of this Neighbourhood, 

Suppofe many (if not moft) of you are al- 
} ready acquainted with the Providence 

mbich occafioned thefe Papers I now pre- 
fent you with: or, if any be ftrangers thereto, 
they may be informed thereof from the Narra- 
tive annexed. The Reverend Author whereof 
( fufficiently known to divers of you both for 
his ability and integrity ) bath thought fit to 
honour me fo far, as to recommend the publi- 
cation of it to me, together with this Dif- 
courfe, the fubftance whereof, on the fame 
occafion, was lately preached in the hearing of 
a confiderable number of you. 

That I direct thenz to you efpecially of this 
Neighbourhood, will be a fufficient Telti- 
mony to After-times, that the matter of Faé 
to which they relate, is az undoubted Truth, 
feeing it dares in this manner to appear fo 
open-faced before the whole Contry where the 
Scene of it lay: and alfo a convittive Tefti- 


mony againft all thofe of you Cif any fuch 
A 4 there 





there’ foal be +) ‘who-after fo'lond.a call to ve- 
-pentance and iamendment of life, fhall conti- 
nue, inthe prattice of thofe fixs for which the. 
deceafed young man (oxce your Neighbour ) 
acknowledged to fo.many of his Viftants, that 
the Divine Muajefty made him a \{pectacle ta 
. fo many hundreds ( I might fay thoufands ) 
for fo many Months together. 
| Wherefore my earneft requeft to you, is, that 
you will often recall to your memories that fad 
{troke, which whilft it was freth News, fo 
affeded all the Spectators and Auditors 
thereof ; that you may not lofe the good Tn- 
preffions then wrought in any of jou. And to 
help you therein, ‘when you find them wearing 
off, let this Book be your Monitor to renew 
and govern thems; which tras the end why it 
was publifhed and diretted to you efpecially, by 
your Servant in the Gofpel, | 














C1) 


Psat. 1x. 16. the former part. 


The Lord is kaown by the Fude- 


ment which he executeth. 


SHE Difcourfe that I fhall make to you 
© ESN upon this Text, ( asI fuppofe you will 
x caily ghefs, if I thould not tell you ) 

m is occafioned by as remarkable an In- 
ftance of Gods juft Providence, ( which 
moft of you know to have lately faln. out in our 
neighbourhood, and that fo notorioufly, as to fill 
all mens Tongues and Ears with the difcourfe of 
it, and the Eyes of many hundreds, if not thou- 
{ands of them with the beholding it;)asit may be, 
in all the circumftances, is hardly to be paralle:’d in 






any Hiftory. 


And that which induced me to make fuch adif- 
courfe on this occafion,was, partly,becaufe I thought 
it needful(at this convenient diftance of Time where- 


| In the common talk concerning it as News, is almoft 


{pent ) to recall it again to your thoughts in a more 


| ferious and edifying way 5 left it fhould die, as toits 


_ beft ufe among you,as nine days wonders, ( according 


to the Proverb ) are wont todo? And partly, that 
(feeing the apprehenfions of men have been fo 


| different; and their difcourfes {0 various about it, 
| moft men judging of it according to their particular 






| Tempers and Humours, in compliance ‘with the 
|Principles they are governed by; ) I might, fo 


far as {uch works of God, the main {prings where- 
}ef are concealed in his own breaft, may be under- 


(tood 









(2) 

flood by us, help you in fome competent meafure fo 
to underftand it, as to turn it to your preateft be- 
nefit and advantage: And Jaftly, that having now 
gained the fight of a jut and impartial Narrative 
of that fad Story from a Reverend Perfon of great 
Integrity, and a diligent enquirer into all the cir- 
cumitances thereof, ( to molt of which he was an 
eye and ear-witnefs.) I might difpofe you to receive 
it when’ it comes to publick view with more readi- 
nefs, and give it the better entertainment, being in- 
firucted before how to make ufe of it. 

And the Lext 1 have chofen for this purpofe, is 
part of a Verfe made remarkable by two unufual 
words in the clofe of it; which, though Intexpre- 
ters agree not in the expounding of them, yet they 
generally concur in this, that they have fomething 
extraordinary in them, | viz. Higgaion , Selah. | 
For, whatever the Jatter may means OF whether it 
be a bare Note in Mufick, which is an undetermi- 
ned difpute: the former of them, by the fignifica- 

«a, tion of the * root whence it is derived, evidently 
nan recommends to usa matter of ferious meditation. 
ectien And fach indeed the Verféis, being a folemn and 
ere; vel.weighty attetation of the holy P almift to the Di- | 
corde : é 
corde, vine Providence, upon occafion of fome remarkable | 
tuseft- appearance of it, on the behalf of his Church | 
againft fome of their heathen Enemies; whichis | 
the fubject of the preceding part of the Pfalm: the | 
account whereof he feals up with this Epiphonemate- | 
cal Inftrudtion to all the world, [ The Lord.is known. | 
by the Fudgment which he executeth | and efpecial- 
ly, by this oftentimes moft remarkable circum- 
face accompanying, it, that he makes offenders | 
themfelves the’-executioners thereof upon them- | 
felves; and. enfnares them in the work, of their own 
bands. : 
From the former part of which Divine Teftimonial, 
, (as | 
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(3) 


; | (as I miay properly call it ) Tintend, on this occa- 
| fion, to handle this plain obfervation. 


That Gods publick fignal Fudgments upon any offen- Do&. 
dev_or offenders are evident Ieftimonies by vebich he is 
kiowa to mankind. 

In the handling of which Obfervation, 1 fhall 
endeavour thefe seven things : 

1..To thew you, what I mean, by thefe publick, 
fignal Fudgments of God upon offenders. 

2. To evince, by ffuch evidence, as T hope will 
be fatisfactory to all rational men, ‘that éhere are 


| fome Such penal ftrckes inflidted by God on offenders 


in this life, as deferve the name of fignal Divine 
Judgments yand that {uch events are not (as Atheits . 
pretend ) the meer products of chance, or cafnalty. 

3. To prove, that Godis ( or ought to be .) known 
by fuch Fudgments us thefe. 

4. To explain, what of God it is, which may be, 
and ufually is made kiown by them. 

5. To give you the proper Charaéters, by which 
fuch Divine Fudgments axe differenced from Fike Pro- 
vidences befalling men ‘on other accounts. | 

6. To direct you in the application of duch Fudg- 
mentsto particular perfons and cafes, fo as that you 
wmay not offend:againtt Fuftice or Charity. 

7. And lattly, to‘clofe up this whole Difcourfe 
with fomeufeful practical Inferencess : 
1. Firft, To thew you, [What Timean \by thefe 
piblick fignal Judgments of God von offenders. | ‘And 
here you are firft to underftand, that Gods Fudg- 
“minty in the notion of the Holy Scriptures, are of 
#0! forts, to Wit, oC Fudicantia, 
: His Fudiciay . 8 
3 \ Fudicata. 
‘1 His Fudicia Pudicantia, or Fudgments pronoun- 
ced in the Sentence of his Law, doomirig offendets 
ffences:againtt it. And 
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‘as thefe laft, the Text muft be meant of; and.of 


(4) 


it is ufual with the Scripture to call the Laws of 
God, on this account; his Fudgments, and to jayn 
them with Statutes, as words of like import, as I 
could fhew in very many places. | 

2. His Fudicia Fudicata, or Fudgments (in the 
phrafe of the Text ) executed, which are the for- 
mer dooms actually inflicted ; and are therefore 
called by the name of thofe, according to which 
they do befall men. \ Now, though it be true, that 
‘no evil of Suffering befalls any finer, but what. ( to 
{peak properly ) is {uch a Fudgment of God, be- 
caufe all evils penal are before denounced in Gods 
Law, which every finner breaks: yet.the Scripture 
is not wont to call them all by that name. For 
that is ufually applyed to thofe penal strokes of God, 
which have fome {pecial Charatters of his Vindi- 
ciive Fuftice upon them; to,wit, fomething in the 
nature of them, that is not ovSea%nivov, common to 
men or in the Circumftances, fomething of furpri- 
zing fuddennefs from the unexpectednefs or un- 
likelyhood of their befalling men, in refpect of the 
Time, Place, Condition, Imployment, Company, 
gc. or fomething unufual in the Inftruments by 


which, or manner in which they. are inflicted, ec. - 


and efpecially, if there be. any thing in them, that 
appears to be either above, or contrary to, or but 
befides the wonted courfe of Nature, and fois either 
miraculous, Ox prodigious. 

Now thefe Two, are either inflicted on finners 


-in a private way, {oas few or none know of them, 


but fuch as fee! them, and thofe who are intimately 
converfant with them: or elfe they are laid on them 
in a publick notorious manner, (as the Judgments 
amongft us. pronounced upon great offenders are 


“wont to be executed.) fo as to call in, cal 


Spectators to behold them. And fuch Fudgments, 
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C5.) 


- fuch_ I defire to be underftood, in what follows on 


this Argument. 
And this fhall fuffice for my fin? undertaking. 
Il. The fecond deferves to have more Time {pent 


en it, becaufe it contains the main foundation of 


the whole following Difcourfe. For, if there be 


10 Such Fudgments executed by God at alls but Time 
_ and Chance, ( in this cafe as well as others ) not Feet 


only happen to all, but govern all too : then there can 
be no knowledge of God drawn from them. Yea, 
if there be no fuch things as Divine Fudgments x 
then: the very God they are fuppofed to atteft to, 
( which is that the Arbeit would have ) may, for 
all their Teftimony, mot be. Whereas, if we evince 
by Reafon, that aay, though never fo few, of thofe 
Events, cannot be produced but by a Divine Provi- 
dence ; we do both prove the being of fuch a Provi- 
dence, and, withal vindicate Religion, from the 
imputation of being fuperftitious, in attributing 
all otbers of like nature to the fame caufe. 
And-therefore on this Head, 1 take my felf to be 


_ obliged tomake good thefe Two things. 


1. That there are fome penal Events which can by ne 
rational Perfon be juftly attributed to meer chance or ca- 


_ fualty, or any like caufe not capable of choice or defign, 


| an ats actings. 


2. That fuch penal Events, as thefe, muft therefore 


be the effects of a Providence, and that Providence 


Divine. 

I. The firft_ of thefe Propofitions, I prove by the 
following Arguments. : 

1. There are fome penal Events befalling men 
in this world, which have been punctually threat- 
ned and foretold, as they have in the Iffue faln out: 

and many of them fothreatned and foretold in the 
| very Circumftances, with which they were accompa- 


(1.) In 
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(6) 
(1.) “In'reference to the generality of Mankind. So 

Gen,2, in the firft Threatning annexed to the Law given to 
17 our firft Parents in Paradife 5 the daily experience of 
all Humane Nature, ( taken notice of by Heathens 
themfelves ) thews it to have been punctually ful- 

filled, in the ‘corruption and calamities generally be- 
falling the whole race of Men. And that other, 


en. 9.6. in the Law given to Noah, that whofoever foeds: mans 


blood, by man’ {ball bis blood be foeds is. continually 

(in the almoft miraculous difcoveries of Murders, 

and bringing Murderers to condign punithment ) 

verified in the obfervation of the 
Mankind to this very day. As alfo is that, of the 
wonderful ways by which Confpéracies againtt. Sove~ 

reign Princes axe brought to light, ac cording, to the 
notable threatning to that purpofe, Ecele/. 10.20. 

(2.) And in reference to partecular Perfons, and 

See, and Nations. So in the exclufion of Mofes and Aaron 

Nug so, fom Canaan, 

12,27, account given of their deaths, ( of Aarons, by Mo- 
oy i fes, his own Brother, and of Mofes his own, by 
15. him that fills up his Story after. his deceafe) that 
had denounced. And it were eafie to add many 

more of the fame kind, to particular Perfons. 

a But,that of the old Prophet to the difobedient Prophet at 
2Kings Bethel; that of Elifba to the incredulous Lord inSama- 

re. ria; thofe of Elijah and Micaiah to Ahab and Fexebel, 

> hall fuffice, inftead of all the reft, whereof the Hi 


2I. T9e 


34+ Je 


23.22, {torical part of Scripture ts full, becaufe they are fo | 


*  notorioufly evident, to all that know the Bible. 
And as to Nations. To omit thelong Catalogue 
of all the plagues of Egypt, threatned and inflicted 


in the circumtances mentioned in the relation of | 
them:that one great Inftance of the often foretoldCap- | 
tivity of the whole ‘Fewifh Nations is fo obfervable, | 


and fa attefted beyond all exception by the publick, 
Ree 


generality of | 


it is taken notice of exprefly in the © 


it fell out to both of them according to what God | 
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ae (7) 
Records of that Nation held to this day by all their 
Pofterity in veneration, that there isno more (nay 
not fo much ) caufe to doubt it, then there is, that 
England was conquered by William the Norman. 

I fhall clofe this Argument with two Inftances, fo 
punctual in a circumftance of all others moft unlike- 
ly to be lighted on by chances that I know not 
what.can be objected againft them to invalidate 
the force of them, but an Exception againft the 
Records themfelves, whence they are taken: to 
which I fhall therefore add a word or two anon. 

The one, is that of the Judgment denounced 


againtt Feroboams Altar, and. the Priefts that offered’ Kings 
onit, tobe executed (as it was ) by Fofizh, men- 2 Kings 
tioned by his very Name, about 390 years before 23- 6 


the performance. 
The other, is that of the deftruction of Babylon 
(in order te the reftitution of the Femifh Nation 3 ) 


wherein Cyrus is alfo, by his very Name, foretold she Pia 
to be the Perfon that (ashe did ) was to effect it. 45.1, 2 


Which Prophefie, by the learned Grotins his com- 

utation, was uttered 170 years, and by that of 
‘nina and others, above 200, before he accom- 
plithed it , or probably was in being. And the 
very manner how he was totake that great Impcrial 
City, ( towit, by the turning away and drying up 
Euphrates ) is {0 lively defcribed by the Prophet 


Feremy, that the Heathen Authors, ( Herodotus, Jer. ae 
and others) who giveusan account of the event, 31; 32. 


juftifie the verification of the prediction the fame 
way. : 

Now in thefe and the like Predictions of future 
Events, with fuch circumftances, there is noman 
but muft allow a greater certainty, ( with refpect to 
the caufes on which they depend ) then there can 
be in any products of meer Cafualty. Which is my 


fix! Argument. - 
2. The 


2. The fecond.is this. There are Inflances. of 
{ome penal. Events, that have been brought upon 
offenders in a way of formal Proceeding 3 yea, fuch 
as is ufual even in Humane Fudicatures... For In« 
- ftance. When Fofoue had forbidden the embezel- 
ling any part of the fpoil of Jericho under the pe- 
nalty of a Divine Curfe, Achan, the offender, falls 
under the danger of it: Upon the difcomfiture of 
the Hoft before 4i, enquiry is made after the un- 
known Tranfgreffor of that Law. Then he is 
found out by the direction of a four-fold Lot, that 
brought all the people ( down to his very family ) 
under a fcrutiny, till the Lot takes him. Then 
follows his Examination, Confeffion, Judgment, 
and Execution.. And not much unlike was the 
Procefs, by which Fonah was cajt into the Sea, and 
there imprifon’d in the belly of aWhbale, till his 
Repentance procured his Releafe. , Now, abating, 
the extraordinary way of difcovery in thefe two 
cafes; the reft of the Procedure in thefe Judgments 
is formed Methodically, according, to the order of 
Humane Juftice. And mutt thefe proceedings (.in 
fo exact a Method too ) be attributed to meer Ca- 
fualty ? May not the perfons who have the conh- 
dence to affert this, as well affirm that Malefactors 
are banged at Iyburn by meer Cafwalty, when they 
have been {eized by order of Law, committed to 
Newgate by warrant, tryed at the Seffions-boufe, and 
having received their Sentence upon the Verdict of 
a Jury, been conducted to the place of Execution, 
and there turned off the Cart, by the known Ofh- 
cers thereunto by Law appointed ? 


3. My third Argument is this. In the actual pu- 


nifhing of offenders, many times the Inffrwments 
made ufe of have been irrational Creatures; and yet 
have by an snknown Influence been directed to act, 
as if they were governed by Principles of Justice, 

as 
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as well as Reafin: as putting an evident diferimind- 
tion and difference betwixt them and the innocent, 
when both of them have equally been within their 


Power. In the famous cafe of the plagues of 


Egypt, how came the Frogs, the’ Fiies,. the. Hail; 
and the Plague, &c. to {eize only the Houfes, 
Cattle, bodies of Egyptians, and not touch an Jj/- 
raelite, Or any of-his concerns, when ( as it; ap- 
pears, by the order for the fprinkling of the. Fews. 
houfes with the blood of the Pafchal Lamb for dittin- 
Ction ). they lived, for the moft part, and converfled 


_intermixedly each with other?, How was it, that: 


the waters of the Red Sea ftood as-a wall or both 
fides, whilft the Ifraelites were marching, through 
it; and returned to their courfe, fo foon as they 
came on dry Jand, to overwhelm Pharaoh and his 
Hoff, who were in purfuit of them? When the, 
three glorious Confeffours were adjudged to the. fiery 
Furnace by: Nebuchadnezzar, whence came it that 
the fire ( foragingly hot asit was) abftained from 
touching {omuch as one hair of their heads, ox finging. 
their Garments, and to burn only their bonds afun- 


Bxod, 
12/22; 


Exod, 144 


der, and fet. them at liberty to walkin it, who Dan3. 


were caft in bound: and yet to lickup arid devour 
Ceven without the mouth of the Furnace.) thole 
who caft them in? And when Daniel himfelf was 
caft into the Lions Den, and lodged among them ‘in 


| the bottom of the Den, one whole night, whence 


wasit, that the hungry and cruel beafts did not the 
Leaft hurt to him and yet the very fame Lions, when 
his Accufers and their Relations were catt in thither, 


22.to 276 


had the maftery of them, and brake all their bones in Dan. & 


Laltly, (to name no more Examples of.this na- 
ture ) when the Lion, according to the prediction 


i : ; 2252 
| pieces, before they came to the bottom of the Den? x4.” 


of the old Prophet at Bethel, flew the Man of God a kings 
that againft Gods Commandment had eaten and ‘> 


B drunk, 


aed ST Oa 






| | C10 ) 
Hi drunk. theres was he directed: by meer chance fo to 
Mt do? Did he (being hungry, and feeking for Prey ) 


Bt 

hi light on him cafially only ? If fo, why (according 
iy, to the ufual wont of fuch beafts of prey, asthey ob- 
i ferve who have béen in thofe Countries, to for- 


bear falling on Men, but when they can light on no 
other food ) did he not feize on his Afs rather s 
ee but Kill bim, and not touch his 4/s, that ( asun- 
ch concerned in the danger ) was afterwards found 
| verte ageftanding by bis fide ? Why did he only kilthim, and 

i not devorr him, and then withdraw to his Den: 
. ‘a but rather choofe to ftand by him, as refolved to 
id avotich the fa@: and that all the while the news 
was carrying to the City, and came by report to 

the old Prophet, and his Horfe fadling, and he and 
his company travelling to the place of that fad 
| fpettacle ? And when they came, why did he fut- 
. fer them to carry away his prey fo tamely asit feems 
| a liedid? Do thefe things look like meer Cafualties ? 
ds] . " ° Is it not rather evident, that fuch Agents acting fo 
Fil differently from their own nature and inclination, 
(fo as to punith only the guilty, and fingle them 
out among others equally within their reach ) were 

divected by an Intelligent Caufe, by whofe order 

aaa and Commiffion they made this difference ? And 
ih this is our fecond Propofition to be proved upon this 


<. me 
are 
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bP Head 5 | That feemg thefe things cannot fall ont by 
| | | meer chance, or any thing elfe of like nature, they muft 
be be governed by Divine Providence | which I make good 
| by thefe fteps of rational Argumentation, Such E- 


vents as fall not out by chance, fall out according to 
a0 choice ox contrivance. That choiceand contrivance 
(in matter of punifhment ) mutt either be the 
choice and contrivance of the Sufferer or Inflicter. 
i Sufferers axe not wont to choofe and contrive their 
af éwn harms: but rather'to avoid, and ufe what 
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means they can to guard themfélves from them. 
If 



































(11) 

If the Infliger (then) choofe and contrive the 
punifhmenes mentioned ; then, as the contrivance 
argues him to be a rational Being {o the bringing 
his contrivances to pafs by fuch Inftrumentsas have 
been mentioned, and with fuch certainty, argues 
him to be fuch a Being, ashath a predominant power 
over Nature it {elf: which canbe no other then Di- 
vine; and thefe effeéts mentioned, and the like, can 
be no other then the products of his Infinite Power 
and V¥2{dom, as you will {ee more anon. 

Againft the force Of thefe Arguments, 1 cannot 
imagine how the Asheift can guard his Principles, 
but by excepting againft the Evidence of the matter 
of fad in the Inttances bfore mentioned: Seeing, 
there is no clear proof of them, in moft of the 
cafes, but from the H. Scriptures; which, though 
we own and reverence, yet he looks on with con- 
tempt and fcorn, as not owning the Authority we 
allow them. 

But he ought to confider, that it is not in this 
whole procefs of Argumentation in Queftion before 
us, whether thefe writings be. divinely in{pired or no ? 
There is, herein, no other efteem required to be gi- 
ven them, by him, but only what is due tocredible 
Hiftories. And itis enough for our prefent purpofe, 
if they can jultifie themf{elves to be true Records of 
thofe matters which fell out in thofe Ages which 
they undertake to account for. And fo much I 
can hardly imagine, how any man can have the 
forehead to deny: confidering that they have all 
thofe Motives of credibility for them, ( with the ad- 
vantage of indifputable Antiquity, and the having 
been owned by fo great a part of the World for fo 
many Ages _) which other Hijfories whatloever can 
“pretend to. Whence it muft appear to all unbiaffed 


Judges, that he that will allow ( upon the Motives 


mentioned ) Plutarch, and Thucydides, and Livy, 
B 2 and. 
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(12) 
and Tacitus, and other fuch Hifforians to be compe- 
tent witnefles of the matters of fact related by 
them; muftneedsbe governed by prejudice rather 
then Reafon, if he: deny the fame to Mofes and 
other Jewifh Hiftorians , concerning the matters 
falling out among them, who are, and have been 
always in greater efteem in their own Nation,( who 
beft knew their own ftory ) then thofe mentioned 
ever were either in Greece or Rome. 

But if yet ( notwithftanding all that hath been 
{aid to the coutrary ) the Athert will fill perfift in 
denying the matters of faci upon which the former 
Arguments are bottomed, becaufe they are ( for the 
greatelt part.) only recorded in that book, which it 
‘5 the Intereft of his Irreligion to disbelieve: What 
will he fay to #wo Inftances, ( which I have pur- 


pofely referved to this place, becaufe they aré fo | 


great, as to prove themfelves to be the effects of a 
Divine Providence; and becanfe they are confirmed 
rot. by feveral Heathen Authors too, as well as related in 
ad libros the Holy Scripture ) I mean the wniverfal Deluge, 
fuosde and the defiruction of Sodom and Gomorrah ? For 


ver. Rel. 
chr. 


Vid. H. 
Grot. 


4s fuch a concurring Evidences he will find it very 
difficult to perfuade himfelf, (that I fay not o- 
thers ) that fo waft a quantity of waters as fo covered 
all the face of the earth, and overflowed the bighet 
Mountains, could be collected by any power lefs 
then’ Divine; and much lefs, come together by 
chance: and will be no lefs puzled, to thew by 
what inferior Agent fuch a fire as burnt thofe Cities 
could be kindled; and burn with that vehemence, 
as ‘to’ preferve its remembrance without altera~ 
tion in a Lake of fulphurous water for fo many 
thoufand years; (though that Lake continual- 
ly. for fo long together hath {wallowed all the 
Streams of fo great a River as Fordan falling into 


it ) 


if thefe Inftances de faéio be trues to which there . 








































































vidences ).as finging the Song of Mofes and the Lamb, 


C13) 
it.) which is the conftant wonder of all Travellexs 
to this day. é 

And fo I difcharge my fecond undertaking, to 
prove, [ That there are fome fuch Fudicial Providen- 
ces that have been executed by God. | 

III. I come now to the «bird, to thew, [ That 
God’ is, or ought to be, known by them | as he that 
works them upon that defign. . And here I fhall be 
but brief, as indeed need not to be large in a mat- 
ter fo plain and evident both from Reafon and, 
Scripture. For (1.) in Reafon, what can be the end 
of Sovereign Providence in {uch extraordinary ap- 
pearances, but to manitelt it {elf and its Author ? 
An ends for which even menare wont to do thofe 
great things which at any time they have attained? 
to, in publick Theaters, or other great concourfes of 


people, as our Saviours kindred tell him: (2.) And Jo. 7-4 


the Scripture alfo declareth no lefs in other places. 
So,when the Royal Pfalmift prophetically impreca- 
teth thofe dreadful Judgments which make up the 
preatelt part of the 83. Pfam in the lat Verfe he 
aifigns the intended ufe of them to all the world 5 


to wit, That men may know that. be alone whofe Name. P&l. 83, 


is Jehovah, is the moft High over all the Earth ¢ And 
God himfelf is el{ewhere brought in, upon the De- 
falations which be had made by his penal Providences 
in the Heathen world for opprefling, his people, as 
calling on all men to behold thofé bis works,and be (till, 
(i. e. to ceafe from farther hoftilities againft his In- 
terefts ) as knowing by experience already dearly 
bought, that be is God, and (willthey, nill they ) 
refolved:to be fo, and to be exalted in the earth. 

In a word, (to add no more Texts for proof of 
that which almoft every Page in the Bible attefts 
unto)the whole Church are by the Author of the A- 
pocalyps reprefented(upon fuch notable Judicial Pro- 
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C14) 
(Caiea Chriftian Song, like that of Mofes after the 
drowning of the Egyptians ) and therein inftructing 
all thé world in this Duty. ho (fay they ) hall 
not fear thee, O Lord, and glorifie thy Name 5 for all 
Nations fhall come and worlhip before thee, for thy 
Fudgments are made manifet ? Even as’ Mofes and 
the Ifraelites in the Song to which this is’ parallel, 
infer from the Judgments of God on Pharaoh and 
his Holt; Who is like thee, O Lord, among the Gods ? 
Who is like thee, glorious in Holinefs, fearful in Prai- 
fes, Cor the Actions whence thou gathereff thy 
Praife ) doing Wonders ? And this opens the way to 
my fourth Head. 

IV. The Enguiry concerning [ What of God it 
js, which is known or to be known by thefe fignal Fudg- 
ments ? | 

And to this Enguiry I anfwer Two things. 

- 1. His Being, and Exiftence. [ That there is a God. | 
For he that executeth Fudgment fo, as no tite h- 
mited Being, no created Power can, mutt needs be 
a Supreme uncreated Being 5 that is, God. And this 
is an Argument fo ftrongly conclufive againtt the 
Arheift, that he is forced ( to fecure his Principles ) 
to fly to that forry refuge of lyes, which I have be- 
fore refuted; to buoy up hisreputation among 
thofe who know not the difference betwixt Reafon 
aiid Noife, and judge no difputant bafiled, that 
hath any thing to fay, though what he fays be next 
to nothing. For, as he that.is a meer ftraager in 
England, if yet he fee Courts of Fudicature, con- 
{tantly kept in the Kings Name, and Criminals con- 
tinually punifhed by a Power deputed and commif- 
fined by hims cannot ‘rationally doubt, whether 
therd be 4 King in England: fo neither can any 
man, with any colour of Reafon; fecing Gods Ju- 
dicial Providences continually executing his known 
Laws, make it a Quettion, Whether there be a God 
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C15) 
that judgeth. the Earth. Thus is Fdbovah known, by 
his Fudgments, to be Febovah. | 
2. His eminent Divine Perfections and Glorious At- 
tributes axe iluftrioutly manifefted by his Fudgments 
executed. As for Inftance, : ) 
(1.) His. Fujtice; Which in thefe remarkable Pro- 
vidences always juftifies it (elf; as ordinarily light- 
ing upon thofe offenders, concerning whom not 
only their own Confciences, ( as.in the confelfion 
of Pharaoh himfeif, crying, out [ Ihe Lord is righ- 
seous, and and my people-are wicked | Exod. 9. 27.) 
but alfo the whole world are, or may be, abundant- 
ly fatisfied they have deferved it: yea, and among 
them, even they who not only commit-thofe crimes 
which they fee punifhed in others, but promote 
them, by jheming the pleafure they take in thofe that 


do them, yet know that they who do fuch things are Rom.* 
worthy of deaths and approve the Judgment of ult. 


God, even in thofe Sentences and Executions 
wherein they themfelves are implicitly con- 
demned. 3 

(2.) His Merey and Goodnefs ; In many particu 
lars. As 1. when he fpares fo many for every one 
that he {mites, though equally criminal : and is as 
remarkable in his patience and long-fuffering to 
fome, as he is in his feverity to others. 2. In pa- 


nifhing lefs then mens iniguities deferve, by how much ime 


the greateft temporal {uffering, that can be, islefs 
than Hell. 3. IA making the greateft evils men 
fuffer here, occafions and means to preferve them 
from greater Fudgments hereafter. 4. And laftly, 
in making his feverities tothe worft of men the 


means of fignal prefervations and deliverances to 
thofe that are eminently good; and fhewing there- 


by, that he as well knows bow to deliver the righteous, 
as to punife the wicked. 
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(16) 

€3.) His Omnipotent Power,and Sovereign Greatnefs. 
whillt [1.| he reacheth thofe Malefactors that are 
too high for Humane Fuftiee, and pride themfelves 
in their uncontrolablenefs by Humane Laws. Thus, 
by his dealing with Pharaoh, who would own no 
Lord but himfelf, he draws an acknowledgement 
from Fethro, thathe wa greater than all Gods, be- 
caufe in the thing wherein the proud Tyrant and his 
people dealt proudly, he was abovethem. And {2.] 


whilft he fummons in the poffe of the whole Creation 


to bring fuch over-fized Malefadtors to Execution, 
and arms the very meaneft and moft contemptible of 
them, (as flies,and lice, and frogs) with weapons to 
fubdue and conquerthem. And [3.] laftly, whilft 
he fometimes makes a kind of new Creation, to ferve 
his juft ends, by altering the very courfe of Nature. 
asin the general deluge, when the very Fountains of 
the great Deep were broken up, i.e. The waters which 
were in the bowels of the Earth, with thofe of the 
vat Ocean itfelf, lett their proper feat naturally ap- 
pointed for them, and came up to cover the face of 
the Earth, 

' (4.) His Verity or Truth, Often, in the perfor- 
mance of particular threatnings and predictions in 
particular cafes, as thofe before mentioned: and 
always, ( even in them too ) in fulfilling the general 
Curfes and denunciations of his wrath againft 
the Tranfgreffors of his Laws.’ So that men are 
hereby convinced, that his Fadgments are not only 
righteous, but irue. 

(5+) His Omnifcience, or certain knowledge of all 
the Words and Adtions of men, though never fo 
much concealed in all imaginable fecrelie: and yet 
oftentimes by the procefs of his Judicial Providen- 
ces he brings them to light. For(1.) by them he 
{ometimes draws out of the bofoms of offenders, 
by their own Confeffion, (as in the cafes of Achan, 
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(17) 
Fonab, and others ) thofe things which were not 
otherwife difcoverable. And (2.) by ftrange and 


unufual accidents he {ets the inquifitive humor of 


men on work, to lay odd and uncouth paffages and 
circumftances together, tillat laft they make a fuf- 
ficient toncurrent Evidence, to convict Malefactors of 


~fecret and unknown Crimes; than which there is 


nothing more ufual in ordinary Courts of Fuftice. 
So that it comes frequently to pafs, as Zophar ob- 
ferves, that the Heavens firft reveal mens iniquities, J 
and then the earth rifes up againft them. 7 

(6.) And Jaftly, (not to multiply more particulars 
on this Head ) his Infinite Wifdom, and moft Pru- 
dent Counfel; whereby he manageth thofe penal 
Providences: fo, as to out-wit the wifeft of men, 
when they imploy all their Policy to fecure them- 
felves: by which he fhews himfelf 2venderfil in 


| Counfel, and gives the world daily occafion wifély to 
confider bis doings, to tind out the admirable contex- Pal, 64, 


ture of the wheels and f{prings, by which that great 9 
Engine is moved, which ‘takes the wife in their own 


| evaftinefsjand fnares the nicked(as the following part Job 3.’ 
of my Text expreffeth it) in the work of their own "* 


hands. 
And in many of thofe great works, when Ages 
have ftudied them all ‘they can, yet ftill there is 


 fomething ‘remaining, undifcoverable to exercife 


the. wonder of the ‘moft cutious Enguirers, and 


make them cry out with the holy Apoftle, O the pon 
depth ! How unfearchable are Gods Judgments, and 11.33. 


his ways pajt finding out! And this thall {uffice to be 


| {poken to my: fourth Head. 


V. The fifth follows, to wit, To give you the 


| bet account Ican, of [ The diftinguifhing Characters 


by which fuch Divine’ Fudgments are differenced 
from like Providenee befalling men upon other ‘Ae- 


‘counts. | | 
















































i ¢ 18 ) | 
The xeafon of which difquifition is, becaufe jj 
| God many times either actively inflicts, or (at jit 
4 leaft ) pailively permits great afflicting evils, to be |jffnt 
| fallmen, yea, the beft men; which are not to be 

ranked by us under this Head of Fudicial Execu~ \\(2,)ji 
tions, as being intended by God to promote holy jit 
Defigns of his own of quite a different Nature, and 
‘ tendency. 

Now in the purfuance of this great Enguiry, 1 | 
fhall. firff adventure to your confideration fome }jpahi 
‘. general obfervations concerning Divine Judgments, 
| le: which may conduce to the governing our {elves in it 
| 





with due caution: and:then give you the Charaéiers | \jp, wi 





ew I promifed. 
a) 1. The general obfervations are thefe. Ties we 

Ab _{i1.] That fuch publick fignal Fudgments as my |Ifived 
| Text and Do@trine fuppofe, are a fort of Divine |ficaty 
Providences which God doth more rarely than 1s || jt 
| 4 ordinarily believed, exhibit to the world. Forhe |}jj, 


i  himfelf calls the execution of Judgment in fuch } /;) 


ie Hfa.28. publick and notorious manner , his ftrange work. jini 
ai Lan. g, And ({peaking after the manner of men_) tells us, 1} faci 
aa 33- .. tis that which he doth not willingly, i.e. not ot his |} iy ay 
ait own natural propenfion, but upon the urgency of If. 
Pitti fome fpecial occafions, which indifpenfably require |} fof 


| m it, Wherefore it is, that the obliging Inftances of Hin ; 
Hi his Mercy and Bounty, his Patience and Jong fut Hinyry 
ba fering, and other expreffions of his \Goodnefs, (his | fej 
hs -moft natural Attribute ) are the daily and hourly. || pin 
a exercife of his Providence: but thofe other harth |} y,,, 
bey aad unwelcome Iffuesof it (like wnnatural Births ) || wi 
al are produced but now and then. And that ( 4.) } ay 


parsly, becaufe this-world is not properly fecslsut | ini 

Rom. — Mereedis, the feafon for the revelation of the righteous | Got. 

Fudgment of God, wherein to render to every man ac- |}, 

cording to bis works 5 but that-bufinefs is referved | x. | 

for the world to come, and the Day in which be bath Wy. 
appoin=| 
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(19) 


Appointed to judge the world by the man whom be hath Aas 17. 
'(3t lordaited : and he thinksit (therefore ) not fitto.?” 


leffen the expectation thereof, by a feeming, enti- 
cipation of the imployment proper thereunto: and 
(2. ) partly, becaufe he is defirous to keep up the 
jutt value of fuch great occurrences by the rarity of 
them; which if they were common, would grow 
into like difefteem with other things that come un- 
der daily obfervation: and (3..) partly, becaufe, 
as a bountiful Bene factor, he is not willing to Rreigh- 
tett his liberality to the very worft of mens but to 
give them a plentiful {hare of the good things of this 
life, whofe portion is laid out bere: And laftly, be- 
caufe it conduceth to the glory of his Fujtice in ano- 
ther world, to give bad men ¢ of themfe!ves in- 
clined to grow infolent upon his forbearance ) the 
occafion of hardening their hearts ia evil, by not 


dily. 

[2.] That itis highly probable, that thefe forts 
of unufal Providences are yet rarer in the datter 
Ages of the world, than in the earlier: and under 
the Gofpel, and among, Chriftians, then’ under thé 
Law, and among the Fews. Becaufe there was in 


thém, than now there is. Before’the Scripture ini 


Luke r6. 


2 


a 


T4e 


oglu | any part was written, Tradition, with the reliquées oF 


i; ( his 
| bury 
hall 
Bibs ) 


it ( t) 


fralut| xality “had need'to be often taught their Duty, as 

wis | Gedeon taught the men of Succoth with thorns and Jodges 
jon | briars, {harp and fevere Providences. And éven 
devtl| after fo much of it was written, as ferved to vo- 
on, 


Av 2 


hie byth 


ff pie 


the light of Nutwre, fometimes affitted with extradr* 
dinary Revelation, was the Rule whereby the world 
was governed. But becaufe the tivo former were 
much corrupted, “and the third afforded but now 





and then toa few eminently good mens the gene 





Pvern the Femi Church under that Adminiftrati 
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than is executing Sentence again{t every wicked wor k fpee- ene 











(20) 


God was pleafed to keep up ftill, in great part, the 
{ame Method of adminiftring his Kingdom upon 
earth by exemplary Providences. As (probably ) 
confidering, (1._.) that what was fo written, was to} 
be kept among, them to whom it did principally | 


Rom. pertains and that the reft of the world was to be | 


9: 4 


left generally in the fame condition they were in| 
before. And (2..) that ( by the difference put be- 
twixt the Fews and them, by a peculiar difcrimina- 
ting Religion ) the reft of. the world were generally | 


like to be exafperated againft them; fo, that had i 
| 


they not been kept in awe by fuch penal Providen- | 
ces now and then, they would continually have 


‘been attempting the extirpation of a fort of men fo 


odious: and had not the Jems themfelves been en- 
couraged in their fingular Religion, by {uch frequent | 
miraculous appearances of God for the punifhment | 
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of their perfecutors, they would have been the more 4 jj 


tempted to have purchafed their peace with their | 
Neighbours, by waving their Religious obferva-" 
tions to purchafe their good will, And ( 3.) that | 
thisLaw, tothe Fews themfelves, was for the moft | 
part like a book fealed; in that the greateftencou- | 


tan it 


ter we 
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ragements to obedience, ( the great Promifes of the Jy | 


Gofpel .) were ob{cured under dark exprefiions, and | 
typical thadows, till the vail on Moles. his face was 

taken amay by Chrift, and life and immortality by him | 
were brought to light : and therefore even they had | 
fill much need to be quickned to their duty by 

{enfible Motives, And (4.)/a/tly, that they were, 
by the very conftitution and temper of the Nation, | 
a very (tiff-necked and unmanageable People 5 and | 


fo not eafily to be kept in obedience by bare written im 


Rules, without a Rod of fevere Temporal Fudgments, 
frequently laid on the backs of fome amongft them- 
{elves, to keep the reft in awe. 


And 


itbret 








(a1) 
/ And if we alfo confider thefe Particulars, ( as 
"ty God probably did.) and fome others that might be 
‘On fugeefted of the like nature; we may very well ( I 
“ty ) | ¢hink ) be fatisfied, that if we do not now hear of 
NiO) fuuch frequent notorious Executions of Divine Juttice as 
‘pill then were the fate of the Church fince Chrift, and 
0b] that Church fpread over all the world 5 the clearnefs 
“i and per{picuity of his Doctrine in the main induce- 
utts| ments fo a good life; and the more plentiful effu- 
imine fons of the Holy Spirit upon all flefh to produce a 
itil | nore filial obedience thereunto ; render it lefs necef- 
uthal {ary that we fhould do fo: Efpecially, feeing we 
mide | have all thofe great Inftances of Divine feverity 
j ave| which were exhibited in thofe ancient Ages, deli- 
neil0| yered down even to us upon whom the ends of the 
eit | gvortd are come, by holy Pen-men in writing, for our 
quent | admonition. 

inet} [3.] That the certain Interpretation of Such rare 
tote} Judicial Providences, when they now adays fall 
htitit| Out, is to us in thefe latter Times more deficult, 
jevie| than it was to the men of thofe days, in which 
that} they weremore frequent. ‘The Reafon whereof Is, 
emt | becaufe God, fince the Scriptures were compleated, 
encalt| and generally received, hath put a ffop to that Spi- 
ofthe | eit of Propbefie, which in former Times raifed up 
vsat| Prophetical Men, to prediG&t and threaten Judg- 
ww | ments before they. came, and interpret them infalli- 
jyiit| bly when they came.So that the moft perfect Judg- 
yytid | ment we can now make of them, though we ufe all 
ty bf |the means left us to that purpofe with the greatelt 
yrety|and moft con{cientious exactnefs , will fall very 
jition, | fhort of Infallibility, and amount, at moft, only to 
and} a great Moral certainty, in mott cafes of that na- 
pith | TULC. | 

iuttss|  (4-] That it is therefore very eafie to miftake in 
‘hem | this affair, and be deceived by the making, {uch In- 
terpretations of Divine Providences of this nature 
| as 
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very prone to be mifled by them themfelves, and. to 





(22) 
as Phancy and Paffion, ( continually ready herein to} * i 
interpofe .) may be apt to fuggeft to us: and the} fon P 


moft of men ( and too many good men too ) are} {rom tt 
concert 


( 






miflead others. | on 
{5.] That fuch errours and miftakes, are not wits 
i) in tele 


more éafie and frequent, than (as they are com-| 
monly made ufe of ) finful and dangerous. Be- 
caufe, by our aptnefs to avouch them, and (in @ 
fort ) impofe them on the belief of others, we 
too often render our felves guilty of prophaning Gods 
Name, ( of which his great works area confidera-) 
ble part .) by ftamping our own fond conceits with! 
his Image and Super{cription, which isno lefs a crime) 
in this cafe againft God, than the minting and ven) 
ding adulterate Coin in worldly dealings and 
payments is to the temporal Prince, under whom we) 
live. | 
[6.] And yet, Jaffly, ( notwithftanding all that 
hath been faid to beget a new caution in us ina 
matter of fo great animport .) Imuft avouch, that) 
I do not bélieve God hath altogether tyed up his hands) 
from executing fignal Judgments, even in thefe) 
days, or in thofe Regions where the Gofpel is prea- 
ched with greateft clearnefs and moft powerful Evi- 
dence: Efpecially, in café the fubjtantial corru-| 
ptions of fo pure a Religion be at any time fo grols,) 
or the general debauchery of mens lives under fuch} 
excellent InftruCtions be fo foul and fcandalous to} 
the holy Dodtrine of our Saviour, as to call for 
thom: and when any new Impieties of the largeft 
dimenfions, and prodigious Inmoralities , become) 
bold and audacious beyond the examples of the: 
former Ages of Chriftianity, ( with impunity, if 
not countenance and encouragement, from thofé 
that ought to fupprefs them _.) among thofe that are 


the noted Profeffors of it. Nor doi think that we 
are, 
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(23) 


| are, in firch cafes, fo deftitute of direction, partly, 
| from parallel Inftances of Scripture ; and partly, 
| from the general motions of Mankind in all Ages 
| concerning fuch Providences 5 and partly, from the 
| concurring Evidence of the circumftances of them 
| when they fo fallout, gc. but that we may, even 
) in thefe days, by the ordinary affiftance of Gods Spi- 
) vit (even without a Revelation ) difcern futh- 
| cient marks and tokens of Divine Judgments upon 
| many of them, to lay a foundation for the improve- 


Yr bi 
f 
t 


iment of them to the ends which God generally de- 
figns by them, both to our felvesand others. For 
a moral certainty, in fuch matters wherein a Duty is 
«to be inferred from the various accidents of this 


i) life, hath ( tous) the forceofa Divine Command. 
| A Principle, which if it be not owned, we muft 
| neceffarily be endangered to be governed, in moft 
| of the ordinary actions of our prefent callings 
| and imployments, by that wild and extravagant 
| Rule of expecting fpecial Scripture-determinations in 
| all the particularfties of our worldly conditions; 


which no fober man will own as the meafure to go- 


| vern his Actions by. 


2. And fuch ( in the fecond place ) as Ihave 


il defcribed, Thope, will the charaders of remarkable 


| 
it 


hole § 


Divine Judgments be, that follow. 
C1.) The greatnefs and publicknefs of a Divine 
firoke, beyond what is common to men efpecially, 


| if fo great, as in common repute to be above the 
| power of man to inflict, ( as I have before intima- 
weet) ted ) gives the firft glimpfe of light in this Cafe, 


i 


Which puts us, ( as it lawfully may, nay, more 
in duty ought where the concern is fome way our 
own ) upon enguiry into the Nature of it. °For 
we are wonted todo fo in Humane Societies. Ifa 


stat | Stranger come by a Gallows or a Whipping-poft, and 
at 


Atty 


{cea man hanged, and drawn,-and quartered at the 
one, 





(24) 
one, and another feverely whipped at the others he 
will prefently be enquiring, wherefore fuch perfons 
are handled with fuchfeverity in fo notorious a man- 
ner? And when feverities, it may be far greater 
from God; befall any with as publick circumftan- 
ces, it is equally rational for the /peciators, and 
much more the fufferers, to enquire what he means 
by them 5 and even to fufpect the worlt, that they 
may be Judicial Executions, till he be informed 
otherwife. Yea, God himfelf intimates his appro- 
bation of mens inquifitivenefs, in. fuch cafes: 
when he tells the Fews, that he would infli@ fuch 


fore plagues on them, as {hould move all Nations . |)" 


to ask, Wherefore bath the Lord done thus unto. 


this Land ? What meaneth the heat of this great 
Anger ¢ | 
2.) But this alone, is not a fuficient character 
to watrant us to pronounce fuch a ftroke to bea 
Divine Fudgment, how {evere foever it be; except 
there appear as evident and notorious 2 crime in 
conjunction with it. For the judging by the for- 
mer mark fingly, mifled Jobs triends in his Cafe : 
and the men of Melita in the cenfure they paffed 
upon St. Pazl, when they faw the Viper banging on 
his band. And it may miflead us in like cafes. For 
if we interpret allfuch great and remarkable feve- 
rities, on whomfoever they fall, to be Divine 
Judgments, we fhall be often endangered unjuftly 
to condemn the Generation of Gods bet Children. But 
where both thefe in the fame perfons meet, with 
equal Evidences we can hardly be miftaken, ( ¢x- 
cept all Mankind be fuppofed to be fo too, who 
commonly argue in fuch cafes from this chaxacter ) 
in calling fuch Providences Fudgments of God: or, 
if we be miftaken, itis ( inafort ) a fafe errour 5 
as that which (if we make a religious ufe of our 
apprehenfions about it) will miflead us only 
into 
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ila: (25) : 
‘it | into fuch affections and ations. 45 tend to Gods 
los | glory, and our own benefit and advantage: 
ule | ~ (3.) And a far greater evidenceis given in'this 
at | Eafe many times, to make Divine Fudgments ma- 
tan. | nifet, by the fair and legible Impreffion and Image of 
inl | the very offence it felf, upon the punifhment in- 
eas | fiGted. The drowning of Pharaoh and-the Egypti- Exod.1;: 
thy | ans in the Red Sea, wasa puiithment fo like their 


\ 


mel | fin’ in drowning all the male Children of the Uraelites Exod 





0» | inthe River: the burning, Nadab and Abibu with a {vic 
ats: | range fire from Heaven, was a Divine ftroke {0 10.1, 2. 
fi | aptly fated to their offence in offering Incenfe with 
tins | (range fire to Heaven ; the inceftuous detilement of 

wiy,| Davids Concubines by .Abfalom, had fo exprefs-a p Fick 
vat | fignature of the defilement of Uriahs wife by Da- ak 
© | vid: and ( to mention no more Examples at pre- 
vat | fent ) the eutting off the Thumbs and great Toes of Idee 
iva | Adonibezek himfelf, was fo fignal a requitalof the '”” 
cept | like cruelty thewed by hith to 70 Kings before: 
wi) | that no man needs to doubt the lawfulnefs of cal- 
sfy | ling them by the Name they have always born, that 
fe. | OF remarkable Divine Judgments. And it can 
fel | rationally be no matter of {cruple to any one, to 
gon a Providences of the like. ftamp the fame-name 
for | Ata | } 
je | C4.) And it makes much to the fttengthning 
vine | the Evidence in fuch mattets, when fuch remarka- 
ty | ble Divine ftrokes tread clofe upon the heels of fome 

Rit | wotorions offence, as oftentimes they do: yea, fo 

yi) | Clofe, as to furprife the offender in the very Act. 
(a | The ftriking the Sodomites blind in the very attempt os 
ho | Of a foul fin not to be nameds and the firing of ~ 
het | the whole City the next morning with a ftorm of 

i flaming Brimftone; the cleaving of the Earth. io Num-16- 
"| fwallow Korab and his company, even whilft they *” 





| food daringly in the face of Ged and the Congre- 


| gation; to avouch a foul Rebellion againft Mofes, 
G and 


f oul 
only 
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and a factilegious ufirpation of Aarons. Prieftheod 5 
Num. the running through of Zimri andCosbi, in the ve- 
25-8 yy ac -of bold and audacious uncleannefs ; the 
flaying of Belfoazzar the very night following, his pro- 
fane debauch, acted by the abufe of Gods Confecra- 
Dan, 5. ted: Veffels to drunkennefs, at an Idols feafts the 
ge. turning of his Grandfather Nebuchadnezzar a-gra- 
zibg, among oxen, when that vaunting brag was 
Dan.4. {earce out of his mouth, Is not this great Babylon 
315329 - shar T have built for the houfe of the Kingdom, by 
Aas 5.3,2he might of my power ? the {miting Ananias and 
oe oy Saphiradead, with a. lye in theix mouths to cover 
their: facrilege ; the eating up Herod by worms, fo 


clofély attending upon his owning the blafphe-_ 


mous flattery of the people: and many more like 
Inftances to thefe, none ever. gave a fofter Title 
to, than that of Divine Fudgments. And where- 
fore the drunkards breaking his neck in his drun- 
kennefs, and the heCtoring challengers being flain 


in. a, Duel, and. the perjured perfons. being {mit- 
ten dumb or dead in his perjury, and the like penal 
events befalling. other finners in the very, act of | | 


other. fins of as’ hainous.a nature} may not 
ftill, by. a, parity of Reafon, pafs, for Providen- 
ces of the fame denomination, 1] cannot ima- 
gine. mT 
(5-2 When fuch penal Providences axe.the. evi- 
dent and notorious confequents of provoking, and 
daring, Appeals , Applications, or Addreffes to God 
of any kind-s or of contefts, with bim : there is all 
the Reafon inthe world why we fhould take them 
for Divine Fudgments, extorted by an impious im- 
portunity, or provoking Infolence. 


1.) In, cafe of Appeals to God, implicit or xn. 


plicit. . When the better water, under. the. Law, 
envenomed by the imprecation of the difloyal wite 
againft, her felf, in cafe the was guilty.of the fact: 

fhe 
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fhe was fufpected of, canfed her belly to swell. aii 


ber thigh to rot; the implicit Appeal to Geds De- . 


220 


cifion in this cafe, made the event evidently to be 
a Divine Judgment. When Kerab and his Com- 


and his Sons: The Event in this Cafe declared that 
God judged the caufe in which he was thus ap- 
pealed fo againft them? And when the wicked 
Fews by tumultuous out-cries call on Pilate to cra- 
cifie Fefus for a Malefacior , and encourage him, 
when his Confcience boggles at fo foul an act of 
Injuttice, with this fearful imprecation, (in the 
nature of fuch an Appeal ) that if he were not 
guilty, God would lay bis blood on them anid ther 
children, and the Event of fo many Ages hath 
declared the faid guilt not to be yet wathed off 
from their whole Pofterity:’ None but an hardened 
Few will ever doubt, whether there be a Divine 


"| “Judgment in this cafe or no. Laftly, When holy 


Yob ( againft the unjuft charges of his cenforious 
friends, who among, other crimes, taxed hin with 


: she , B Num, t€s 
plices dare put it toa Divine determination, whe- s. 


_ ther they had not as much right to offer Incenfe a Aaron 


breaking the arms of the fatberlefs: i.e. That by his Job 22. 


power he had fo cruihed them that they were difa- « 


bled to maintain their right againft him )had appeal- 


| ed toGod for his vindication,and imprecated againtt 
| himfelf that if he were guilty of this Crime, 4 


Arn might fall from his Shoulder-blade, and be broken Job 3 1. 


| from the bones i.e That the flefh might rot from the 


bone, till His Art fell from his Shoulder; if a lit- 


| tle after, that Arm had dropped off according to 
‘| his Execration , and fome concurring evidence 


withal had appeared to prove him guilty of the 
fat, which he fo difclaimed, (I fay, if it had 
fo faln. out, which it did not, becaufe he was 


| innocent ) had’ not his friends becn_ juftiied, 
| if they had’ cryed out int the’ words of the Pfal-- 
“G2 


milt, 


BY, 22. 


3 








(28) 
mift, Behold! the Lord is known by the Fudgment 
ve that he executeth ! 
ws 2.) In cafe of Addrefs or Application to him, in 
matters of another nature. Asin promiffory Oaths, 
Cor which in fubftance is all one ) Imprecations of 
Gods vengeance , upon zon-performance of what 


men undertake todo. Which Addreffes are cither - 


Serious ox cuftomary. And in both forts, Gods Fudg- 
ments may be manifefted, as the circumftances 

may be. | 
(1.) In ferious addreffes of this kind. As in 
the Cafe of the Children of Jfrael , when they 
Deut. Were obliged to fay Amen tothe fearful Curfes an- 
79-from nexed tothe Law 3 they did therein implicitly ad- 
‘drefs themfelves to God, and pray, that all thofe 
curfes,. in cafe of difobedience to that Law, might 
befall them ; which Curfes are therefore called the 
Deut. Curfes of the Covenant, becaufe they covenanted 
*9:2%- ~ with God upon that penalty to keep his Command- 
ments there mentioned. And therefore, after- 
wards, when God had executed thofe feverities 
upon them, which made all the Neighbour-Na- 
tions to enquire, [ Wherefore the Lord had dealt fo 
with them. | Men are directed by God to anfwer, 
ver.os, Becaufe they have forfaken the Covenant of the Lord, 
to29. the anger of the Lord was kindled again{t this Land to 
bring upon it all the curfes written in this Book, And 
he moreover tells them, that they need not fear 
offending by a rajh -cenfure, where Gods Judg- 
ments with the Caufes of them were fo manifelt. 
For though feeret things belong to God; i. e. in dark 
cafés, we muft not be too forward to pafs our 
fentence upon Gods providential proceedings; yet 
things revealed, ( as {uch ‘Fudgments inflicted upon 
fuch a forfeiture by Covenant betwixt God and a 
People are ) belong to us and eur children, to inter- 


pret and improve them. | And the like may be Be 
Cale 
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(29) 
cafe of particular perfons, whew they vow and fo- 
- lemnly Covenant with God to leave fuch vices, and. 
amend their lives; and to bind themfelves the 
mote firmly, imprecate fuch evils upon themfelves, 
| in’ cafe they fail in performance. Of which there 


_ | is a notable Inftance in one of our late Writers, of 
“Sir Fervafe Ellowis, (as he calls him ) whoat the uci 
place of Execution took notice to all the people pre- K.fames. 


fent of Gods jujt Fudgment that brought him to 
that end: for that he had folemnly ( being given 
to gaming .) upon fome fpecial occafion , prayed 
to God, That if he did fo any more,be might be hang’d : 
and having broken promife with God, he bad brought bis 
own wilh upon bim. SEREEY 
(2.) In caftomary Addreffes of that nature; when 
| men upon every flight occafion imprecate in the 
form of a cuftomary wifh, (as a vain Parenthefis in 
difcourfe, with fome perfons too frequent ) any 
evil upon themfelves, to back’every flight purpofe 
or trivial Promife that drops unadvifedly ‘from 


. | their lips : Thefe men, though they ufe not Geds 












Name explicitly in fuch forms of difcourfe, Cand 
yet too often even that is done, | I wifh to God, 

&c.] is too frequent a Phrafe ) yet they do imply 
it, and it hath the force of an application to God, 
to infli@ fuch an evil on them. Now, if when 
men fail, as too often they do, in thofe unadvifed 
promifes of theirs, and God brings the calamity 
they wifhed upon them; Ifhould not f{cruple in 
fuch a cafe to took on it as the execution of a Di- 
| vine Judgment, to warn people, how they: ufe 

any expreffions wherein Gods Name is concerned, 
ina flight and cxftomary manner. And 1am per- 
{waded , if it were well obferved, God doth to 
very many perfons of lewd Tongues, performin 
| earneft, what they fo often inconfiderately impre- 
cate in this world: and doubt he doth {fo tomany 
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(30) 
more’in' another world, where their God-damn- 
me's. |-and [ Zhe-Devil-take-me's || and the like 
familiar forms of cuftornary difcourfe, with pfo- 
phane men, are (with the flinging atteltations of 
their own Confciences to Gods Juftice therein ) 
{adly verified upon them toall eternity. 


39) Incale of Contefts with God, Gods Fudgments 

big 
Bap 
P inthe 


1 his Ac 


‘are. often. manifefted and made known to be what 
indeed they are. As, 
Ca...) When they. light upon the furious main- 
rainers of a falfe Religion againft the true: efpe- 
cially, if in a publick and notorious, competition, 
God be (as it were ) challenged. to appear in the 
vindication of his Truth.Which was.the cafe of Bag/s 
Priefts in their notable conteft with Elggb, where- 
in God brought them to publique Execution, by a 
thiraculous Confutation in the prefence of all Ifrael. 
(a.) When fuch Divine feverities befall the pro- 


in oppofition to, all. Religion. If fuch, perfons 
die not the common death of other men, the common 
vote of Mankind pronounceth them, to be exccu- 
ted. by. a Divine Fudgment. As appears, by the 
cenfures paffed by Heathens, themfelves upom the 
firange ends of Déagoras, Protagoras , Bion, Theo- 
doris Epicurus', Pherecides, and others, who ci- 
ther were, ox), were generally reputed, Atheajis 
among’ them: And’ by thofe of the Holy Scri- 
ptures on Pharaoh: and of the Ecclefiaftical Wri- 
terson Galigula, Maximinus, Julian, and many 0- 
ther Atheiftical and. prophane promoters of Inreli- 
HON» V2 toa lure omerys 

_(3») When’ the, like fevere Providences befall 
fuch,asthough they, profefs the true Religion, yet 
becaufe they make ufe of that Profelfion only as 
a.mask, to cover thofe defigns againft it, ( which 
they..daxe not’ carry on with. open face ) God 
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fore-dootns in the Scripture’ (as guilty ef mok 
pernicious oppofition againft it-) to anotable'and 
fignal Ruine and Deftruction. As in the-eafe of 
the great Aitichrift; when God y having revealed 
that wicked one fully, fhall finally deftroy both him, 
and his Seat, where fitting in the Temple of God, : he 


acts the Devilin Gods Name, by Satanical figus and 2 Thet- 


2.4.0 


lying wonders : both the Church Militant'and Tri- 73° 


umphant are called on to acknowledge arid iejoyce Apor. 
inthe juft Fudgments of God executed on him aiid 43: peep 


his Adherents. 3 

(6. It is no flight Evidence-to a Divine Fudg- 
méntjwhen (as it often falls out)an offenders Conference 
under fuch a remarkable ftroké of Gods Hand; owns 
it as the juft punifhment of ‘fuch a particular noto- 
rious Crime : and gives glory to’God, (with Achan ) 


‘by confeifing it before the world. When Adonibe- 


zek, convicted by his own Confcience, ‘cryes out, 
as I have done, fo bath God vequited me: and Fo- 
Sephs Brethren, in the danger they were in to be exe- 
cuted for Spies in Eg ypt, chargé themfelves with the 
guilt of their envy and cruelty againft their Bre- 


thers and.vacknowledge, that therefore that di- Ce 4* 


fivefs came upon them: And when Malefattors at the 
place of Execution; and debauched livers in fome 
notable Calamities, and efpécially in the near 
profpect of Death and Eternity under fome fig- 
nal ftroke of Gods Hand; accife themfelves) and 
attribute thofe feverities to their particulat Crimes : 
What Reafon hath any ma fo give theit fufferings 
a milder name than they give them themfelves? 

And thus have I given you the beft Characters 1 


could, by which to difcerit Divine Fudgments from 


Providences of a like feverity, befalling men of other 
accounts: my fifth Head. 

VI. The fixth follows: to wit, : [| To give’ you di- 
rections inthe making application of Divine Fudgments 


Jud. 1.7. 


zx 
10 _ 






C.38:) 
to particular Cafes, without offending againft Fuftice or 
Charity. | fia SRM 

The Reafon, why {uch directions are needful, 
is very evident. For we are forbidden by out Sa- 
Mat.7.1. viour, to judge our Brethren, left we alfa be judg- 
ed. And in the noted Cafes of thofe on whom 
Luke 13, the Zower in Siloe fell, and thofe whofe blood Pilate 
15253. wsingled with their Sacrifices 5 our Lord feems to take 
. the part of the. Sufferers againft their Cenfires. 
Job 42.7. And the mifcarriage of Fobs. friends in their deal- 
: ings with him, is by God himfelf exprefly con- 
demned.. Wherefore, it ‘is meet this Cafe fhould 
be carefully ftated, that we may ( in the prefent Ar- 
gument .) be fatished, how far. we may lawfully 
go in applying Gods Judgments, fo a8:to preferve 
our felves from fuch Exrours.. And-in Anfwer to 
this Cafe, I fhall (as J did on, thé former Head ) 
fit premife fome. Grounds to pro¢ced on; and 
thence proceed tothe.direct folution of. it according 

to them. ) . 
[1. The Growads. which I fhall premife, arc 

thefe. | ie 
1.] That it follows from what was faid on 


the former Head, that in fuch Applications of 


Divine Judgments to ‘particular Cafes, we are to 
be very cautelous and circumfpect. 

2,].And yet it does not follow,’ that we are 
totally. obliged. to forbear them.) Yea, rather, 
there. are divers, Arguments. from: Scripture ; 
which give great. countenance, .and (in fome 
Cafes.) great encouragement, \to. the making. of 
ehem,......; | 

(1. As fir?, the Text it {elf which afferts fuch 
Judgments to be means whereby God is made knowns 
will neceffarily infer, that in order to the making 
this ufe.of them, we mutt be allowed the liberty 
of difcreet and confidcrate Application of them. 
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For to fuppofe a notable Fudgment executed with 
fignal manifeftation of a Divine Hand therein, and 
of purpofe defigned for men to take notice of it: 
and yet, not to allow them to obferve it in 
thofe circumftances which render it moft ob- 
fervable, ¢ all which circumftances are neceffarily 
annexed to particular Cafes) implies a contra- 
diction. 

(2. The Scripture tells us of Holy Men who 
have made fuch particular Applications, and have 
not been blamed, but rather commended for it : 
and their examples left on facred Record for the 
imitation of future Times. It is given as an ho- 
nourable character in general of good and holy 
men, that becaufe they have pleafwre in that im- 


ployment, they feek ont the great works of the Lord, P&- 


2 III, 2. 


of which thefe judicial. Providences are a {pecial 
part. And holy David propounds himfelf in par- 
ticular, as an encouraging example to patient ex- 


- pectation’ of the Iffue in that ftumbling Cafe of 


Divine Providence, [ The notable profperity of fome 


| notorious wicked men | telling us, that be himfelf 
had feen {ome fuch in great power, ( probably SauF Pal. 37. 
-and-his profane Gourtiers and Favourites ) floz- 3% 3° 


rifhing like a green Bay-tree; whom yet he obferved 


| inthe Iffe notably extirpated, fo that they could 
| not be found. And that notable {peech of Hezekiah 
to the ‘Levites, is recorded to his commendation, 


(a8 a’confiderable part of that which gave him 


| jult Title to that honourable chara¢ter, that he did 


that which was right in the fight of the Lord,’ according 


to all that bis father David had done) wherein he 
_ obferves particularly, ¢ though with reflection up- 
on-his father Abaz) that the Lord had lately deli- 1 chron. 


vered Judah to trouble and aftonifbment, and biffing * 


and that their fathers fell by the Sword , and their 
| fons; and daughters, and wives, weve yet in capti- 


(34) j 
vity, for the neglect of Gods Houfe; whichhethence | /#\” 
quickens the Priets and Levites for the future to take | if 
more care of. | yeti 

(3. Good men in general. are encouraged with | \ait? 
the promifed profpedt of Divine. Judgments on fome | bt wi 
notorious wicked men.. When the wicked ( {uch | sit” 
whofe profperity was a tentation to good men | mi 
to fret and bé envious againft them) are cut off, | tit, 
thou (fays the Pfalmift to. the man whom heen- | 100! 

Pfal.z7. courageth to wait: onthe Lord and keep his way) | 3: 
34 fhalt fee it, i.e. fo as to take notice of it.to thy | | inp 
great fatisfaction and encouragement.to depend | jj 
on God for the future. And elfewhere, the-righ- | mats 
teous is told, that when the, notorious oppref- | iifh 
fing Judges, againft whom that Pfalm is dire- | lak) 
ted, fhall be taken away as.with a whirlwind lie | the ji 
ving, and in Gods wrath, i. e. brought in the | jm. 
prat. sg, Prime of their profperity toa fudden and .vio-  } culix 
¥s. lent end; that he thall rejoyce when be feeth the | wae 
vengeance: and. .wafh his feet in the blood of the | wit 
wicked, i. ¢« in a kind of holy Triumph forthe | i (; 
manifeftation of Divine Juftice, thall even tram- | wae 
ple upon them when they lye tn their blood, with- | v2, 
out fear of deflement, ( to which in other. cafes. | whid 
the Jews by the Law for touching any thing of'a | fy 
dead Corps were liable.) any more than if they: | fi 
had wafhed their feet.in rater. incur: 

(4. And. finners axe blamed. for not drawing | tn 
Arguments of caution and. reformation trom the | the 
particular Inftances of Gods Judgments im their | ia { 
days. As Belfhazzar, for that when he faw. and. | tigi; 

Dan. 5. kitew how God had dealt with his proud Grand- | mf 
eae atte father Nebuchadnezzar, he notwithftanding Jifted | fom 
| himfelf up. againft the fame God, before whom. | ded 
he ought on. that confideration.to have beea bum- | th 
bled. And the remaining Tribes of Judah and. | ty} 
Benjamin axe fevesely taxed, for that when they | ‘finn 
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it | fur that God had rejected and fent into Captivity 

ke | “the Zen Tribes, their brethren, for their Idolatry s 
| yet they feared not, but went on confidently in the 
| fame provoking fin themfelves And it isnot to 
| be underftood how any perfons can be obliged to 
| take marning fcom particular Examples, if they be 
not allowed to apply fuch Providences of God to 
_ them, in thofe particulars from whence that caztion 

-| isto be gathered. — 

_3-] Wherefore we muft find out fome other In- 
| terpretation of thole Scriptures, which feem total- 
ly to prohibit all applications of Divine Judg- 

.} ments to. particular Cafes: and particularly of 
- | thofe. before mentioned. And that (as to them at 
.} leat) is a matter of no great difhculty... For 
the firt of: them forbids one Chriftian indeed to Mat. 7.1. 
| judge another: but it is only a rath and a harfh 
io} cenfuring Chriftian brethxen, ¢as_the Pharifees 
/ were wont to do) even for the {malleft faults 3 
and that when the cenfurers themfclves, it may. 
| be, (as they). indulge themfelves in greater, (fuch 
“as are like beams to the others motes, as appears, 
v2.) that is there forbidden, And. the blame Luke *3+ 


of 5S es a ake ME See 
egestas i aaa SS rae 
= mcs sla. Carag ak eae ee 


which in the fecond Text, the relaters of the fall.” 
of -theTower,.of Siloc, and the mixing the blood 
of the Galileans mith their Sacrifices \by Pilate, did 
incur; was not barely for taking motice of thefe 
Events as Divine Judgments, but for judging 
the. perfons.(,in a like Pharifaical pride) grea 
zer. Sinners, than others, and than themfelves in par=.- 
| ticular; having no other evidence to. ground that 
. | cenfaxe, than that what they fuffered was more 
- {evere than what ufually befell others; which in- 
deed was none at all. And. fobs. friends ( the 
third Text ) were cenfured by. God for, making, 
the like uncharitable and unwarrantable Inference 
,| thom, his Proyidential, feyerities. upon Fob. oe 
that , 
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that all thefe Scriptures thus interpreted, (as in- 


deed they muft be?) make nothing againft the law- | 


fulnefs of a modeft, fober, prudent, and dif- 
creet application of Divine Judgments to parti- 
cular cafes ; feeing in an application fo qualified, 
we fhall be fecure from offending againft Fuftice or 
Charity. 

[2. And therefore I proceed, in the next place, 
to-give you the Diredtions promifed you to preferve 
you from fo offending, in like applications of Di- 
wine feverities. 

(1. Firft then, Privately and in our own bofoms, 
we may with more freedom and. latitude make {uch 
applications, than we may difcourfe them withal to 
others : if withal we take care to turn our inward 
fentiments only to thofe ufes, which refleé& Glo- 
ry to God, and benefit to our felves; without 
gratifying any unlawful Paffion, apt on fuch oc- 
cafions to be ftirred towards our fuffering brethren, 
and neighbours. And yet, 

(2. When Gods Providence it {elf makes any Cafe 
notorious by producing an offender, as it were, 
and chaftifing him upon a pxblick Theater, the cafe 
being clear and evident of it {elf in the eyes of 
all’ men; no man is then bound up from bear- 
ing his part-in the publick difcourfe': but ( ashe 
hath a call either by office, or occafional chari+ 
ty to the fouls of men to take notice of ‘it) 
every one may, nay ought, to ferve Gods de- 
fign' therein, by making ufe'of it for others, as 
well as his own , edification... And it is related 
as a thing imitable in the primitive Chri- 
ftians, that they interpreted the fudden deaths 
of Ananias and Saphira, as remarkable Jude- 
ments of God, and not only~ were poffeffed 
with great fear themfelves on that occafion, but 
alfo derived that fear'to many others, by pub- 
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tithing it, fo that they feared likewife as many as 


Ky beard of it. 


(3. We are not fo much in danger of offending 


. | again(t ~Fuftice ox Charity in the application of Di- 


vine Judgments, when they befall great Commnu- 
_ mities and Societies of men, as when they light 


' |-only on particular Perfons, ox {maller Parties, For 


when Nations and other great Communities fall 
under great Epidemical calamities, wherein every 
member {ome way or other fuffers, or at leaft is 
endangered to fuffer; there God himfelf expects 
his hand fhould be publiquely acknowledged, and 
due means ufed by religious Addreffes to him fo- 
lemnly and generally made for the removing, of 
them; and in them requires that each Member 
bear a part; and accufe himfelf and be deeply 
humbled,.as being a partaker in that guilt which 
procured them: So that what every ‘one is obliged 
to own, is without injury or breach of charity im- 


| putable to them all. Whereas there are very few 
| private Cafes, wherein the Perfons fuffering can be 


convincingly brought by others under a like obliga- 
tion, to own and acknowledge the particulars char- 
ged on them by their Cenfurers, as the Caufes for 
which they fo fuffer: and fo we are endangered to 


charge them at adventure, and therein to be unjutt . 


and uncharitable. 


(4. We run lefs hazard of violating Fuftice 


. |and Charity, in applying fuch Divine ftrokes, as 


Judgments to fome perfons, than to others. For 









publifh their fin as Sodom, and proclaim them- 


large, ( except it be wilfully blind withal) can 
judge 


whereas there are fome notorionfly bad men, who 1% 3-9. 


felves to have no fear of God before their eyes, be- ts 
‘ling altogether become filthy or ftinking ( asthe Pfal. 14. 
Margin hath it )-in the noftrils of all ferious and * 
‘ |fober perfons; fo that no Charity, be it never fo” 
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judge better of them: when any remarkable hand | . 
of God finds thefe perfons out, to feize them for! F. 
publigue Exemplary punifhment, I cannot fee, | 


. 


why we may not, without any hefitation in a] 


‘ 


cafe fo plain, think and fay, Ths « a2 remarkable | 
Judgment of God and a fair warning to all men 


to avoid fuch courfes. And efpecially if fuch per- jf , 


| 


fons have arrived to that height of profefled wic-. 
Phit.3. kednefs as to glory in their fhame at that rate, as | 
22, .;, to fet themfelves down in the feat of the feornful, 
and fcoff Religion and Vertue out of counte- | 
nance, as a thing defpicable and contemptible; and} * 
to own themfelves in all companies, as the publique | ay 
Heéfors and Champions of prophanenefs and impie- it 
ty, and profeffed perfeccters of all perfons that dare i, 
appear on the fide of God and goodnefs. For in mh 
fuch cafes, as I told you before, the opinion of alt ial 
the world juftifies us, in making the fevereft refle~ jj" 
tions upon their fufferings. ies 
But when, fufferers, though the hand of God jj ’ 
lie heavy upon them. are either eminently good 
men, or fuch as in. the judgment of rational cha- 
rity we are bound to think well of for the main, 
though they have their allay of humane frailty, 
and are Gold, though mixed with drofs; yea, 
or fuch, as there is hope they may become bet- | 
ter; becaufe there is nothing that declares them | 
defperately and incorrigibly bad: We axe towards 
all thefe forts of men to proceed in ‘cenfuring 
with far greater Caution, and the better they are, | 
the more muft be obferveds according to the fol- 
loping meafures. 3 | 
| 3.). That we endeavour to be as fparing in | 
applying thefe forts of Divine Providences, to the 
cafes of particular perfons under the former cha- 
racters as God.is in infliding them; and appear 
as loth’ and unwilling to do the one, as he ie 
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do the otber. For it is very uncharitable for any 
man to be over-forward in crying out, upon eve- 
ry unufual firoke upon another, 4 Judgment, 2 
peer’ becaufe thereby he cruelly vexeth his 
rothers fores; a thing which is done by no- 
thing more than by exaggerating his calamities 
with the reprefentation of Gods’ difpleafure te- 
ftified in them. Befides, that the haftinef; of men 
in fuch applications, looks too much like that 


difpofition which Charity difclaims, of rejoycing % Cor. 
an iniquity, 7. e. in the opportunity of coloura- ':% 


ble: laying a criminal matter to ones brothers 
charge, without ftaying to examine what ground 
thereis for it: as on the contrary, to rejoyce in the 
Truth, i.e. tobe glad when by the difcovery of the 
truth, our own and others fufpicions or mifappre- 
henfions concerning him are removed, and he vin- 
dicated, is a charitable Temper, as the Apoftle de- 
{cribes it. | 
2.) That we do not firft fancy a Divine Fudg- 
ment’ in our own thoughts to have befaln fuch 
a Perfon or Party as we do not affe; and then 


Search out iniquities, ( in the Pfalmifts Phrafe 2) or Pal. 64. 


make a ftri& Inquifition, to find out criminal mat- 


_ ters in him to apply it unto, for the juftification 


of our own cenfure. For this is a prepotterous 
inverting of the Rules of Jualtice, which is ne- 
ver wont to pronounce fentence firft at all ad- 
venture, and then examine the Caufe, or ‘ra- 
ther; whether there be any canfé: and.a great breach 
of Charity alfo, as implying a malicious defign 
againft our brother; which we. {eek an opportunity 
to execute. 


This feems to be the fault of thofe Difciples 


themfelves, who enquired of Chrift concerning the. 
man that was born ‘blind’: for they ‘firtt refolve upon 
jit that this was:a Fudgment of God on him for 


fome 


e 
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fome fin; and then they came to our Saviour to [pil " 
Joh. 9. 2+ tefolve them, for whofe fin it was, bis oven, or his | \(il i! 
Parents 2 And-it feems evident, by the whole car- ||} 
riage of their difcourfes, that fobs friends, though _| |i 
they unanimoufly firft conclude among them- | 
felves, that his fufferings were Divine Fudgments |\\ 
upon him for fome foul crime; yet they are at a |] 
lofs what crime of that nature to find him guil- | 
ty of, ard therefore they tax him at all adven- [fem 
ture, with all the horrid Crimes they can imagine,. | jy im 
to draw a confeffion from him at leaft of fome of | fire io 
them, for the juftification of their own uncharita- Ii e/ 
ble cenfure. wert Bais Goc 
3.) That we do. not  haftily call fuch fevere ud No 
Providences of God towards fuch particular Per- .|Mhic (| 
fons, Judgments, whom we can charge with no-. /anel, 
thing that is notorioufly finful, in the general (ivle‘ 
Fudgment of all Mankind, or at leaft, of all Chri- | (1) 
flians. For it is a great piece of ungharitable- A Poe 
nefs, as well as injuftice, which is too ordinarily {jj 
practifed in fuch places where the common Chri- 
ftianity is crumbled into Seéts and Parties; tor 
diffenters of all fides to impute the fufferings 
befalling, their oppofites, to Divine difpleafure a- 
gainft them for holding fuch opinions as differ 
féom theirs, or practifing in fome particulars ,o- 
therwife than they do. Now this arifeth ordi- 
narily from a partial fondnefs which every one 
hath for his own opinion or way: which inclines 
him to think God hath as great a kindneft for it 
as himfelf, and his Party have: and to conclude 
all his Providences to be accordingly engaged | 
to ferve under thofe banners of diftinétion, under * 94) 
which |he hath lifted himfelf: whence fuch per- 
fons find it eafie ( upon every unufual flroke of)». 
God upon any that are not every way agreeable Jj. 
to their humour ) to conclude, that the very | 
| point 
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»}point in difference betwixt them is judged by 


God and their oppofites , confuted from Heaven 


-|by a Demoiftration of Divine difpleafure againtt 


them. And. fuch an. unhappy Paralogifm as 


-|this, we are told by our Hiftorians, it was, which 


in the dark times of Popery gave the caufe, 
in the opinion of an whole Synod , againft the 


l | married Clergy, when the fide of the Room where 
‘the maintainers of it fat fell down, killing fome, 


‘and hurting others, Fox thereupon they that 
‘were for Priefts fingle life, cryed down the Caufe 
of the faln Party with them, as witnefled againit 
by God himfelf; and by that forry Argument 
and Noife prevailed. Now againft this great mi- 
ftake ( by the way ) we {hall never be futhciently 
armed, except we govern our Apprehenfions. by 
thefe Iwo Principles : 

(1:) That God never appointed the dark, Rule 
of Providence ( tousitisnoother ) to judge Caz- 
fes by, whether right or wrong, good or bads . Of- 
tentimes , for fecret ends of his own, he blatts a 
good, and profpers a bad caufe, as the bad Caufe of 
‘the Benjamites, in two fet Battels, againft the good 
Caufe of the Eleven Tribes : and the horrid and blat- 
phemous Impofture of the Mahometans hath now 
for many Ages, by the permiifion of Providence, 
'profpered wonderfully againft the greateft part of 
the Chri{tian world. | 
(2) That Gods great and fignal Fudgments, 
of which we are difcourfing, are now adays rare- 
‘Ly inflicted, but for fuch Crimes as are generally 
gondemned. in the Fudgment of all Mankind , or 
at leaft, the generality of Chriftians, according as 
he defigns the notice of them to be f{pread in a 
greater or narrower compe{s. And the Reafon 
is evident , to wit, becaufe it cannot otherwife 
|be rationally expected, the Juftice of them fhould 
| D be 
































Rom. 2, 


( 42 


be clearly and. convincingly owned, and fo the! 
good they are intended for muft needs be hazar-| 
ded to fo many as are diffatistied in the merit 
of the Caufe that is taken to procure them.. But) 


when a Divine feverity juftly makes an example 


oufly criminous; they are all inexcufable, who 
thenceforward do the fame things they condemned 
in another, ( as the Apoftle faith ) and confefs 


which is, it may be, whifpered in our ears only 3 
and few, polfibly no other perfons know of. For 
it may fo fall out, that our intimate acquaintance 
with fome men, and their circumftances, may 
give us knowledge of their particular vices, fecret 
as'to all the xeft of the world 5 and of Gods fecret 
flvokes befalling them in their perfons or private 
concerns, which we in our own thoughts may: 
rationally conclude to be Divine Judgments in- 
fliéted. for them. Now in fuch Cafes, though 
we may with great charity declare our apprehen-) 
fions: hereof. to the parties concerned themfelves, 
and admonifh, and exhort them on that occa- 
fion 3: yet it were great uncharitablenefs to pub-) 
lifh to others either the ove or the other. : 
For; when God intends (as appears by his way 
of: proceeding therein ) only a private correiion 
it muft proceed from: a. defedt-of charity in us, if 
we by divulging it, turn it into a: publique Exe- 
cution, to the expofing our Brother to an open 
fhame. And-the very jultice of every petty School 
may convince us.of the evil of fo.doing 5 where- 
in. the corrections given within thofe. walls are 
forbidden to be: divulged, under a like penalty 
to 
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| C43) 
lth .¢o ‘that. which the difgraced School:féllow; fut 
lat fered. : 
‘et} 5.) ‘That we apply not the fevere ftrokes of God 
' bill upon our neighbour to the fatisfaction of our 
Kaniplel private fplecn and révengeful Humour : which is 
too ordinary when we think fuch as lie under 
them have wronged us, (.or it may be they re- 
“md ally have fo.) and we conclude, their fufferings 
nit) ave Divine Judgments befalling them on our Quar- 
1 hit ive], This was the uncharitable Cenfure of Sbimei 
|p againtt David, when he tells him that God had 
"(avenged on bing the blood of the Houfe of Saul, by 












LOtothe | 
') why 
Lemme 


Toll and it may be looked ‘upon himfelf, as in fome 
iat“ probable vicinity to the Crown, if the fuccelfion 
» MY of it had continued in that family. At leaft ’tis 
probable, that by the tranflating it from thence, 
) he found his hopes ( as to thofe preferments and 
other advantages which ufually are attained at 
Court by thofe of the Royal Blood ) blatted and 
defeated. It is true indeed that Gods Juftice doth 
fometimes! appear in the remarkable vindication of 
eminently good mens, and his ufeful Inftruments 
Caufes: but for every ordinary perfon upon every 
petty trifling injury, to:expect that he fhould do 
the like for him, or fuppofehe doth it, is too great 
) a Prefumption. 

sity} 6.) That we judge:not our Brethrens eftate 
wits) zowards God, and muchilefs theix future gtate from 
is ff) the moft evident Judgments temporally befalling 
jie them. | 
wen © Cx.) Nog theit prefent eftate towards God, . For 
Whi!) a fore Judement may-befall aman greatly in Gods 
fats) favour, for a foul Crimes as in ‘the cafe of the 
sat) Death “of Davids child , ifliGted, even: after his 
wilt) Repentance ; for thofe hainous fins of Adultery 
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uh the Rebellion of Abfalom For it is plain: by the 2 Sam 
H ‘Text, that Shimei was of the very family of Saul: z) 7 














































! 1 Cor. 

II. 30, 
21532. 
1 Cor. 
50 5- 





(44) 





and Murder; becaufe he had by them caufed the 


Enemies of God to blafpheme , doth evidently ap- 
ear. 
: (2..) And much lefs muft we thence judge 
their future eftate in another world. For there 
is no fufficient caufe to judge even Nadab and 
Abibu,, the inquifitive Bethfbemites , Uzzab , and 
others, damned; though God {mote them dead 
in unwarrantable aétions. Yea, even Mofes and 


Aaron themfelves died by a Divine Sentence in | 


the Wildernefs for their fin at Meribah: and yet 
one of them ( Mofés_) we. have fufhcient evi- 
dence is in glory : and have no reafon to doubt 
the cafe of the other. Yea, men may be judged 
of the Lord, (in the Apoftles fuppofition ) when 
chaftened with fickne(/s and death extyaordinary, 
that they may not be condemned with the world: and 
an offender delivered even to Satan, may fuffer 
to the deftruction of the fle, that bis {pirit may be 
faved in the day of the Lord; i. e. in the private 
she which he undergoes from the Lord at his 
eath. 

7.) That we affign not particular fins as the 
fpecial Caufes of a Divine igh too perem- 
ptorily except where the circumttances notoriouf- 
ly evince it by the Rules before given, or fome of 
them at leaft. For if we be therein miftaken in 
our Judgment; yea, if there be no moral cer- 
tainty that we are not miftaken, ¢ fuch as may 
rationally convince the perfons concerned and 
others thereof) the end which we are fuppofed 
to defign by fuch application, (to wit, to ren- 
der the particular fin to which we ‘attribute the 
procuring that Judgment more formidable ) is 
loft upon thofe whom we particularly intend 
to benefit by it, and others, too: and we our 


felves are liable to be cenfuxed, for putting an 
x | un- 
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p t 
of th, : 


! I uacharitable brand upon our brother without a 


ccaufe. 


me | 8,)-That we vaunt not, OF magnifie our, felves 

| i} againtt our fuffering Brother , by comparing. our 

alll (cives with him, as if we were therefore the, bet- 

tid sen men, becaufe we fare better at Gods Hands than 

ed the, This is one property of Charity, ( among 

: al} the many excellent characters given it by the A- 

: in poftle ). that it vaunts not it felf, (i. es with the x cor. 
Ki) |diminution of a mans brethren, for elfe it were ™* 
Prather a defcription of Humility than Charity ) 

wtf nor is, upon fuch an account, puffed up. And 

Med ithe moft uncharitable account upon which any 

When i man can vawnt to the leffening of his. brother 3 
mt, } is, when it is done meerly upon the difference 

and that Gods only pleafure makes betwixt the one 

i | and the other. This ( among many others ) was 
w&E one great piece of uncharitablenefs in Fobs friends, 
itt) that having in his fad fufferings taxed him with 





being of 'the number of t 














‘I he were differenced in his punifhment , 
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hofe. whom. God had 


fignally branded with remarkable Judgments, and 
(a partner in guilt with thofe of the old world Job22 


7 ‘ : 15,1 
| whofe foundation was overflown with a flood, though Rh 


being, a 29 3° 


')) fufferer by the contrary Element of fire. they in the 


mas not 


| cut down, as being men more acquainted with 
| God, more bumble, more innocent ; as they imply, 
when they advife fob upon their experience to be- 


g.) That we make no mans religious living for- 
jon of it, (no not though 
we have fome caufe to think him declined from 
it now) by objecting it to him under fuffer- 
ing, a part of his calamity: nor occafion him whilft 
he fuffers under Gods hand to {affer for bis Jake 
hen bad men apply the 

wen Judg- 
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C46) | 
Judgments of God ( or thofe which they inter-.} i", 
pret to be fuch .) to good men, or thofe who have | ih j 
had a reputation to’ be fuch; beyond their neigh- |" 
bouts. For this is to give them ( as the Perfeeu-» | lil 
tors did'to our Saviour ) gall and vinegar to drink,’ |," 
when they have already bitterne(s enough. upon pop 
their {pirits from the Cup of their Crofs, that! J™*' 





























Ae God appoints them to drink off. This:was to Da-) J" 
4 vid, as he tells us, like 2 Sword in bis bones, when ; |i" 
mn profane men {aid to him in his affliGion, Where. |i" 
| it Pel. 42. Maoep thy God ? and when they caft'in his Teeth, : } #” 


(as their fucceffors did afterwards in our Savicurs ); | 5!” 
iy his former trating in God; as if it had either been) | jl! 
Buel he Hypocritical, or (if real ) ‘mifplaced on one: | Mi! 
| “that had thus forfaken him. Now to dealthus | 
a with our neighbour, is’ at all times greatly un-) lke 
ki charitable. For it either argues an-hard cenfire: | |’ 
of him that ‘he is an hypocrite’, ota greater and» } 
fouler affrent, if we do not fo efteem him; for | 1 
then we turn (as the fame Pfalmift’ eMfewherei } tem 
taxeth men of the fame uncharitable temper) bis) | ttl 
Pfi}.4.2. glory itto fame, and endeavour to'make that a: | Wi 
matter of difgrace to him which is really moft com> |W 
mendable. hv ardw''eT BP) nok 
10.) In’a word: ‘That we donot ‘réjoyce; in | ‘ai 
Silt, ox triumph over any man under Gods hand, | ie: 

upon any account; miuch lefs revile, and reproach | 
him 5 but really pitty, bewail , and’ condole with | Wi 
him rather; and (as we have opportunity ) in- 
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ftrug., admonifp , comfort, and pray for ‘him. “For fe 
to ‘do the former; is the conttant suife of thofe the 
nie that (in the’ charaéter of Gods Holy Spirit in the ton 
a Scripture ) are marked for wieked meéni’’'The | fu 
-4))  Obadarzs Heathen’ Edomites were fuch and they rejoyeed in fuc 
i : the day of J udah’s diffrefs. Davids Enemies, (-be- and 
tng fo to himon Gods account) weréfach; and |. by 


fal, iin bi 4 . 4 | 
5 gre peers they rejoyced. Our Saviours' Perfecw- 
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tte sors were fuchs and.as zhey judged him fimitien: of 
lane | God, they fhaked their heads at him upon the Crofs, ies 
cish. | and. reviled him with moft unfavoury and reproach- 37 aan 
they. } ful {peeches. Nader 
fii, And. although there be feveral Paffages in Mark 15. 
im | Scripture which feem to propound Gods Judge” ** 
that ments as. @ glad fpedacle to good men, and a 
\Du matter of rejaycing 5 when they befall thofe that 
tha f are notorioufly sicked: As when it is prophetied, 
Vie! ‘That the righteous shall rejoyce when he feeth the Pl. 58 
eh, P| vengeance, &c, And when God calls on all. the 
aus) | Saints even in glory; ¢ the holy. Prophets and Apo= *2°r* 
hen b files efpecially,) to rejayce and triumph over Anti- 
ope cbriftian Babylon. ; 
‘shy Net it, is tobe obferved , that thefe and the 

| Vike Texts relate only to fuch as.were Gods pubs 
ligue and notoriows enemies : and the joy and triumph 
required or allowed, in their deftru¢tion, is only 


+ fr) upon. account, of the fuccefs. of his canfe againtt 

here | them, and the vindication of his Glory and In- 

) bis | terelts, As appears remarkably in the -Pfalm 

nta quoted , wherein he tells us,diow the ‘obfer- 

am vers fhould exprefs their joy, to wit, by: taking 
notice, that verily rbere is a reward for the\ righ- Pil. 58 


| teous, and that verily be w @ God that judgeth -in 
and, the earth. 
| But the Jatter difpofitions and, deportments are . 
| recommended. to..us by the Examples of the deft 
| men, and moft eminent of Saints. When Fobs 





| 
i 
| friends, trad. dealt fo uncharitably with him; he tells 





and. heaped up words againft them, and. flhaken bis 
head at. their calamity, as they ufed him: yet he 


would have fFrengthned them with his mouth, a 
D 4 }pe 





) ie 

> ) them what. a different ufage they, thould have 

nthe | found from him, if their: fouls, bad been in his fouls 

Th | flead, and affures them, that though he could) in 

ili | {uch a cafe have: fpoken ow they-didto him now; 
| 
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Job 16. the moving of bis lips (hould have affwaged their grief. | 
#% And when Davids very bitter enemies, that inful- W sccit 
ted over his calamity, were Sick, he cloathed him- | 
Pial.33. felf with fackcloth; and bis prayers, though pn- | 
¥ sicily received by them, and thrown back in | 
orn into bis bofom, whence they proceeded, were 
heartily and fincerely from that bofom poured out | 
to God for them. And our Savijoyy » the moft' | 
perfect of men, to the many fufferers under Gods 
hand whom he relieved, was generally fo com- 
paflionate; that he took on bim, bya merciful Sym- 
Mat.g, pathy, all the Infirmities that he cured, and bare 
17. all his Patients fickneffes. Yea, ‘he could not for- 
bear weeping over the very profpect of thofe Tra- 
gedies he forctold himfelf again Jerufalem, though 
Lukerg. the Shambles of his Prophets, and his own Slaugh- 
41. ter-boufe. And God expects, ( as well as the fuf- 
ferers themfelves ) that to him that js afflicted pity 
ote, Mould be fhewn ; efpecially, if the hand of the Lord 
hath touched him : and diflikes that men ( in their 
brethrens calamities }) (ould perfecute like him, i.e. 
take the fame liberty of harth and feveré ufage to- 
wards’ them, as God does, as if they could doit 
with like rightand juftice ashe. ' In’a’ wordy itis 
his exprefs command) that to {hew our {elves to'be 
of the fame mind one towards another, we not only 
Rom.r2, repoyce mith them that rejoyee, but weep alfo with thofe 
?346 shat weep. ‘And thus I difcharge this fixth Head: 
alfo. > vi 
VII. Come we now to the feventh and laft, to 
draw fuch Inferences from this. whole difcourfe as 
may be: of ufe and advantage tous. 

1. And fiyt, T infer the great Reafon that. 
there is for a general Fsedgment in another world. 
For, feeing God is known by the Fudgment that be exe- 
cxteth and all that’ which he executeth here, ex+ 
tends but toa few offenders; and it may be; the 
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notice taken of thofe Executions that are made, 
rcacheth but a fmall part of Mankind : it ftands 
with the higheft Reafon, that there fhould be a 
Time wherein all the world may {ee ( even thofe 
that while bis hand was lifted up on earth would not 
fee) that juft and true are bis fudgments. Befides, 
by the rarenefs of the Fudgments be executeth here, 
inftead of being known ashe ought, he is by many 
apt to be mifunderftood, whilft they are generally 
ftumbled at his letting fo many notorious offen- 
ders efcape for one that he punifheth: and thofe 
that efcape here, many times are the greateft and 
moft profperous of men, that even darehis juttice, 
by fetting their mouths againft the Heavens them- 
| felves. Wherefore, that he may make it known, 
- | that he fpareth not fo many high and mighty offen- 
"| ders, either through impotency, or partiality 5 it 
is eafie to infer, that there mutt ‘be fuch a day, 
wherein all men, whether they be futall or great, (hall 
fland before bim , and be judged accor ding: to their 
works. 
[2. Tinfer, that thofe men do God great aiffer- 
| vice, who either carelefly overlook, or defi gnedly en- 
deavour to fuppre{s and keep froth the notice of 
the world, thefe remarkable Divine Judgments : or 
(when by reafon of their own ‘publique citcum- 
| ttances they cannot but be taken ~notice cf by-o- 
| thers ) attempt to flur, and ftifle as much as they 
can, the evidence of thofe particularities which 
| fo much conduce to the preferving and propaga- 
| ting the knowledge of God inthe world. ‘Thofe 
\of the former {ort are injurious in an high degree 
hut | to God 5 who, when he expofeth his glorious At- 
4 |tributes to view as on a Theater, will not vouch- 
“- |fafe to be fpeciators of them. But thofe of the /at- 
iter rank are prodigioufly wicked. And_ yet too 
many even of thefe are to be found in all ages of 
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the world, who ftudy to darken Gods glory in. 
{uch remarkable Judgments, and to lead the ap- 
prehenfions that people naturally are apt to. have 
of them, as far from. God and Providence as they 
can find any colcur to do. Thus the Egyptian 


Magicians ( encoura 
King, as well as prompted th 
malice .) emulated the mirac 


ged by a. prophane Atheittical 
ereto, by their own 
les that Mofes.did, 


and by frequent attempts to do the likes endea- 
voured to perfuade the People, that there was no- 
thing in them beyond the power of created be- 
ings to effect; till God at aft in the plague of the 
Lice, drew from. them an unwilling confeffion, 


that neither they nor their mafte 


r the Devil could 


Exod.8 imitate it, and that therefore it was the finger of 
God. And it feems to me, that the Priefts and Di- 
viners of the Philiftines, were willing ¢ when they 
were called into confultation. what to do with the 


19. 


Ark, of God ) to 
and. to, have per 


people that it was a difputable 
God. of . Ifrael hadinflicted thofe 


have carried on as bad a defign, 
{uaded both themfelves and the 


cafe, whether the 
Judgments upon 


r$am.6- them , which, they. had. fuffered; or whether it, 
, were a meer chance.that had befaln them. And 


therefore, though they. fpeak {ome 
concerning, the God of, Ifra 
vice, that if they, returned t 


© 


make him {ome Prefents too, ( it may be forced 


thereunto, as | Caiaph 


as prophefied,, by a Divine, 


impulfe.). yet they contrive to put the determina- 


tion of that great Queftion upon the 
an. odd. Experiment, as without, a miraculous in- 
fluence of the Lord of all the Creatures upon 
thofe that, they imployed , wou 
probability have determined it a 
it was ten thoufand to one odds, but that the. tne 
Kine (being, milch Kane , and. their, Calves newly, | Ne 

ba geen i) 


ld in all. rational, 
gaint God. For) | 


4 





good words, | | 
el, and give their ads, | 


he Ark, they fhould. 





iffue of fuch. | 
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taken fom. their fides, and but up in their hight, 
juft as they were put into the Cart, that was by 
their advice to carry the Ark.) being let loofe 
without a driver , had turned, as nature would 
prompt them, the fame way their young ones had 
gone, rather than towards the Land of Mracl. And 
a foul fcandal it is to the Chriftian Name, that 
too many of thofe who bear it, do herein act, as 
if they joyned in defign with the fore-mentioned 
Heathens, For, befides the dowaright . Atheifts , 
(too many of whom pafs mutter now adays un- 
der Chrifts colours ) whom J have before contu- 
ted; the fattijh and prophane generation of men axe 
defirous to look befide God in, all fuch firokes5 
left by confeffing his hand in them, they fhould 
be obliged to be more Religious , than futes- the 
Intereft of their Lufts.. Whence, in. the calami- 
ties which at any time befall themfelves or others, 
thofe of them who pretend to but the leat {mat- 
tering in Philofophy, feck for caufes,to alfign, them 
to, either in the general: order of Nature, moved 
when once fet a going, without any f{pecial hand 
of God governing the motion) of it, felf; or, in 
the Influence of fizperiour Bodies «upon. the snferiour, 
by the Conjunctichs and Oppofitions, or, othex 
Afpects’ of Planets., invimaginary Houfes, which 
the. inventions of jugling Aftrologers have buile 
for them in the Heavens to confult,and: quarrel 
in, about the government of the lower world; 
or to the déftempers at fome féeafons naturally cor- 
rupting, the Elements , and by thém the bodies; 
yea and the very minds of men. Qthers of -a 
lower rank in their Intellectuals, through anvig- 
norant malice fifpect the evil ‘Tongues of fome 
perfons who have fome way orother ( and often 
undefervedly ) gotten an. evil Nave among, their 


Neighbours; or it may be,. acoufe the Devil him- 
+3 a ee volta: “te i 
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{elf for paying them fome ill turns be owed them, 
though they were never known to have carried 
themfelves fo towards him as to deferve any fuch 
ufage from him. In all which, and the like con- 
jeCtures, it is the main bufinefs of the champions 
of Ignorance and Prophanenefs, to caft a mift be- 
fore their own eyes and other mens, to obfcure 
the Providence of God in thofe Fudgments which 
he. executeth, left he fhould be kxowa by them. 
Which certainly is a crime of the greatelt 
magnitude: for it argues an envy at the glory 
which Gods wonderful Providences are wont to 
procure him in the world: than which there 
can hardly any attempt be conceived more Sa- 
tanical. 

[3. We may hence infer, How great Reafon 
there is, that’ fuch Judicial Previdences fhould be 
exaGly taken notice of, and with all the notable 
circumftances which moft manifeft God, recorded, 
and tranfmitted to Pofterity. The learned and 
. judicious Lord Verulam takes notice of it as a de- 
fe in the hiftorical part of Learning, that there 
ig not extant an’ impartial and well-attelted_Hi- 
flovia Nemefeos, (as he callsit ) an account of the 
moft remarkable Judgments of God on notorious 
offenders; and complains of it. And it were to 
be withed, that God would put it into the heart 
of fome fupreme Magifirates to promote fo god- 
ly a Defign by their Authority, that the great 
Fudgments of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords 
might be preferved in publique avowed. Records, 
as their own Fudgments are. For certainly it would 
be a great check to the Atheifm that {fo reigns in 
the world at this day, to have fuch publique te- 
ftimonics preferved againft them to  ftop their 
prophane mouths withal , when they take liber- 
ty to’cry down God and Providence. And fuch 
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a work cannot be done effeCtually to firch a 
purpofe, but with their encouragement and af- 
fiftance, who are able’ to oblige the Relators of 
fuch fignal Providential ftrokes, by the facred 
tye of an Oath, to fpeak the Truth, all the 
Truth, and nothing but the Truth, in Gods caufe, 
as well as mens: and feverely to punifh. thofe 
perfons , who thall appear upon due examinati- 
on to lye for God, or againft bim. But feeing 
fuch a defign is rather to be withed , than ho- 
ped to be carried on, in fuch an Age as this; I 
forbear to infift longer on this Point; and in the 
fourth place infer, 

4. That thofe private Perfons, in the defect 
_of mote publique endeavours in “this kind, do 
God good fervice, and much oblige Pofterity; who 
take what honeft pains they can, in fo prohta- 
ble a difcovery , by enquiring into, and infor- 
ming themfelves and others from good Evi- 
dence, of fuch Inftances of Gods juft Provi- 
dence, as their Ages and the places they live in 
‘afford. For however fome Atheiftical {pirits 
are, according to their wont, apt to flight and 
defpife them : yet, abundance of ferious and 
confidering Perfons, do, and tis to be fuppo- 
fed, will, in after-Ages, make great advantages 
by them. 

[5. And yet this muft be attempted with great 
care and caution, asa thing, on which we cannot lay 
out too much circumfpect diligence and induftry. 
Which alfo follows from my Zext and Doctrine. 
For thofe Fudgments by which the Lord is known, 
mutt be firft known to be, and to be his Fudg- 
ments; that is, it muft be known that fuch 
things; as to matter of Fact, are certain; and 


*‘) that they are accompanied with . fuch circum- 





| flances as carxy in them a moral certainty alfo, 
eae Ae we (as 
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(as I before told you } that they are “in- 
fliéed by God upon fuch an’ account: ‘be- 
caufe if theres be a rational doubt of the one, 
or the other, there muft be an equal uncer- 
tainty in the conclufions drawn from fuch un- 
certain Premifes. 


Wherefore, it is certainly: a’ foul’ and’ hai- ‘4 


nous crime; and a thing highly: mjutious’ both 
to God and man, for any Perfor’ or Perfons 5 
either out of a imifguided’ zeal for God, or out 
of a ‘particular fond affection to any Party im 
Réligion, and’ much more, upon the account of 
any more uvjuftifiable Pafion, to become a fore 
ger of Divine Judgments : or a bufie reporter 
and fpreader of fuch Forgeries. For this is to 


Job 13.7. {beak wickedly for God, and talk. deceitfully for 


him, which Job chargeth with great abhorren- 
cy upon his friends, as judging it a moft un- 
becoming thing to endeavour to prop up the 
Caufe of the God of Truth with falfhoods.. Nor 
indeed is it les mifchievows, than it is wnfutable, 
to the interelt it pretends to defend. For 
though one or two {uch pious frauds may prove 
at the firft, (in fome juncture of Time where- 
in fimple and well-meaning devotion prevails 
over the inquifitive humour of Mankind ) to 
be fome way ferviceable tothe Defign they were 
coined for: yet in procefs of Time, as’ the 
ftate of Religion alters, and men ¢ having it, 
may be difcovered the fallacy ) grow more nice 
of belief in fuch matters; the cafe is quite dif- 
ferent. For then firikes in ( ordinarily )' the 
{ubtil: Atheit or misheliever, and aggravates the 
flaws he finds in fuch ftories, as are really ob- 
noxious, to the. blemithing the Reputation of 
the moft undoubted Records of Chriftianity it 


felf And it can hardly be imagined what a 
foul 














































































C35) 
foul imputation upon that holy Religion of ous 
bleffed Saviour amongft Atheifts and other Infidels, 
thofe Cart-loads of Monkifh ftories in the Romifh 
Church have occafioned ; wherein the Miracles of 
their fictitious Saints, and the Judgments. of God 
upon their pretended Adverfaries, are equally nume- 
| Yous; and yet both fo grofly contrived, that the un- 
oth |  skilfulnefs of the bungling Inventers faves the con= 
nis, |  futers of them the pains of any ftudied Arguments it 
ot} _ to difprove them. And yet with fuch a fottith it 
yin credulity are the generality of that Religion pof- i 
tof feffed, that there is hardly any one who was emi- 
fn §  nently infframental in the Reformation, but they can 
ter f tell you of fome miraculous Judgment of God that 
st0 | brought him to his End; which they believe with 
yfv | equal faith to what they have forthe Gofpel it felf: 
nine even that of Luthers body being carried away out of 
- | ¢ bis Coffin by the Devil, which he himfelf lived to 
|» difprove by his own Pen. 

| And it were well if it could be faid of themonly, 
_ that they prop up a caufe with lying wonders (as is 2Thet 
bot prophefied of them ) that needs it: and that the 2 

| indifcreet zeal of others, who would be thought to 
nes have better Confeiences, as they have ( wherein they 

| differ from them ) a better Caufe, did not make ufe 


— = — 
a e s 





| of their Example too much, and treat their Bre- 
i ° ° ° 

ve |) thren of different Judgments in the petty difputes 
| that divide them into Parties, in the fame unchari- | 
| table manner. At leaft it were to be defired, if i 
| fuch hot {pirits will needs continue ( with Solo- 
. 


nice & : Prov,:26. 
ji | mons Mad-man ) to caft Fire-brands one at another ; 1. 


te Bh that they would not ¢ with the Poets Prometheus SB vk i 
ted Steal fire from Heaven to kindle them withall, by 

rm } forging miraculous Providences to blaft the Reputa- 
of } tion of thofe Caufes they are prejudiced apain{t, in ee 
“vf thePerfons of thefe that defend them. Vy 


afily, y. 
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[6. Lafily, we may learn hence, on all hands, 
to make’a more beneficial ufe of Gods Judicial Provi- 
dences: to wit, that of the Text, to endeavour to 
advance in the kyowledge of Godby them. Whieh 
Duty (according to the ufual extent of that 
Phrafe in Scripture ) includes many particulars. 

(1. As fin, If any of, us be {ufferers under any 
{uch ffrokes, as our own Confciences fuggeft to us 
are Divine Fudgments: we are betwixt God and 
our own fouls to endeavour to take up the Contro- 
verfie which he feems to have with us betimes : and 
in order thereunto to acknowledge and bewail thofe 
known fins which we are cenvinced of; andina 
more fpecial manner, thofe which our own hearts 
{eize on in frefh purfuit, as the particular caules of 
that difpleafure from God, under which we lie: 
to humble our felves under his mighty Hand, and 
remove by ferions reformation and amendment of 
life, out of ‘bis fight, whatever is offenfive to thofe 

Hab.1. pure eyes which cannot bebold evil, or look on iniquity. 

ip And if it be not clear to us what particular quar- 
vel God hath with us; or that he hath an efpecial 
caufe given him beyond the ordinary frailties of 
humanity; fo that ( as toany known great crime) 
weare as clear as Fob himfelf; yet we are ( ashe 
is well advifed, and alfo of himfelf refolves before 

Job 10.2. that advice ) to fay to God, flew me wherefore thou 

a. contendet with me: and that whichI fee not, teach 
thou me: and if I have done iniquity, Iwill do fono 
m07e. 

This is to be done betwixt God and our own 
Confciences,. if none but God and they be ac- 
guainted with our circumftances. 

But if our Cafes and our Crimes too be already 
by Gods Providence expofed to the publique notice, 
it is our duty in this Cafe to go farther; and to 

evidence our true Repentance to the-world, bya 
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true, free, and ingenious acknowledgement, jr- pr 51. 4. 
ftifving God, and giving glory to him,.as David and)Jo™.7- 
Achan did; and warning others not to offend him: 
m like manner, by our Example. | | 

And in all thefe cafes, if the prefent Fudgment 
be upon fuch courfes taken, removed 3 and Gods 
Hand turned away from us: we are our felves to 
take heed we fin thus no more, left a worfe thing come johns; 
unto ws: and not provokehim, (by a feigned humi- 4 — 
liation whiltt we are under his correcting hand, de- 


- ftitute of real amendment .) todo ashe threatens, 


i.e. punilh us feven times more, and augment his fe-;., 56, 
verities, till our wound become incurable, and pajt Jer 15: 
remedy ‘ ; 2 inci 
(2. If we be (as in Epidemical Fudgments ),26- *6- 
fufterers in common with others; our duty is, (in- 
ftead of {hifting off the blame upon others ) each 
man in particular to own his own thare in the com- 
mon guilt, (as knowing the plague of bis own heart ) : Kings 
and by true Repentance and amendment to leffen *~ 
the publique Load which he hath contributed. to. 8s. 
greaten 3 and call on others, as he hath opportuni- | * 
ty, todo thelike: and laftly, when he hath ren- 
dred himfelf fit for that charitable office to the pub- 
lique, by having, recovered his own Innocence, to 
intercede: eameftly and affectionately , ( uling, his 
renewed Intereft with a reconciled God ) for the 
fociety to which he doth belong. 

- (3. If we be bare hearers or beholder’ of Gods 
great feverities upon others, and oar felves frees we 
are then, 

(1.) Wifely to confider his doings: {0 as to ob- Pf 64:9. 
ferve carefully what of God more than ordinary ap- 
pears in. them:) that we may give him the glory of 
thofe perfections, which he hath thereby rendred 
moft con{picuous , for which thofe that have plea- 
Siwe in bis works {pecially fiudy them. 


2.) And 
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Lev, 16. 
3. 


Pfal.rrr, 
4. 
VerlTig. 


Phl. 78. 


C58) 

(2.) And particularly, to endeavour to reduce 
Gods Providences of this kind (as well as all others) 
tothe Rule of his written word; and obfcrve the 
correfpondency they bear each to other. For this 
will ferve us to very great purpofes, in order toa 
firm faith in him; and fear of him, when we can 
fay, ( with Mofts in the cafe of Nadab and Abthu ) 
This is that which the Lord hath faid. 

(3.) To lay them up in memory asa choice trea- 
fure; to be made ufe of when cccafion ferves. For 
God expetts his great works fhould make deep Im- 
preffions in the minds of men. And therefore 
{ome Interpreters read that claufe of Pfal. 111. 
which we render, He bath made his wonderful works 
to be remembred, { Memoria confecravit | he hath de- 
voted or confecrated them to remembrance. Where- 
in they imply, that it carries in ita kind of facri- 
lege, to let them flip threugh our memories as com- 
moti and inconfiderable things. And he takes no- 
tice of it himfelf asa great crime in the Ifraelites, 
That they remembred not bis hand, bow he wrought his 


472 43 Signs in Egypt, and bis wonders in the field of Zoan. 


Luke 17. 


(4.) And to improve that remembrance, aS @Cca~ 
fion is offered, by applying, it to our {elves and o- 
thers, accordirig to the fitablenefs that thofe Pro- 
vidences bear to the cafés to which they are applicable. 
Sowhen the I/rzelites were apt to be afraid of the 
mighty and numerous Enemies they were to en- 
counter, at their entrance into Canaan God fu- 
tably recalls to their memories, 2bat be did to Pha- 
raoh and allEgypt. And when our Saviour would 
fortifie his Difciples againft the Tentations to com- 
pliance with the obftinate and unbelieving, Jews, m 
holding out the fiege of Jerufalem, out of affection 
to their concerns there; having before told themof 
that great day of ihe Revelatien of the Som of Man 


in his Judgments.on that City, and that there 
| wanted 
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(59) 


wanted nothing to compleat its deftruction in pro- 
portion to Sedom, but only the removing the Chri- 
{tians thence, ( as they went afterwards to Pella out ,...¢, 
of the City ) in conformity to Lots going out of 31, 32 
Sodom : he bids them to remember Lots wife, whofe 
tendernefs of her concerns in Sodom, made her 

look back, and therefore by Gods jutt Judgment, 

in the very place, fhe was turned into a Statue of 
Salt. And the Pfalmift comforted bimfelf againtt 
Gods prefent Enemies, and_their outragious info- 
lences 5 by remembring Gods Fudgments of old. Pfal.1196 

¢5.) And to be fenfible of the {pecial Mercy and a 

Goodne{s of God tous, whom, it may be he hath as 


' fignally delivered when we were in equal guilt and 


danger with others, who no lefs. fignally perifhed : 
yea, poffibly, when our own Confciences told us, 
that we our felves better deferved to have been made 
Examples of Divine feverity,than they that were fo. 
Thus the returning, fews acknowledge with gra- 
‘titude the Mercy of God to them, that in the com- 
mon. deftruction of Ferufalem, be had left them @ waa, 


remnant to efcape, and to give them a nail in his holy 


place, i. ¢ a little, though but a weak faftning 
there. And fo ought all thofe whom Gods Judg- 
ments have /eft, in publique calamities efpecially, 
like a few gleaning grapes after the Vintage, as Lfaiah 10.27.66 
expreffeth the faid Remnant of returning Jews. 
(6.) To. poffels our hearts with, a reverend and 
awful fear, of that God, whois terrible in. his doings Pf. 66. 5. 
toward, the children of Men. This ufe David made 
of. Gods ftroke upon Uzzah s he was afraid of the 2 Sam. 
Lord that day. And the whole Chriftian Church, padi 
yea, the generality of men that heard of the un- 
nfaal deaths of Ananias and his wife, (as I before Aas 3, 
obferved ) were furprifed with 2 great fear. When ** 
God. as.a Lion, does but roar in his threatnings, 
who will not fear ? Lays Amos, and much more, Amos 3 
EERO ORME E 2 when ® 
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(60 ) 


Hol5.14 when (as his contemporary Prophet expreffeth i it ) 


PL >, TY, 


Bhom.x1. 
% 


20. 


Feb. 12, 
21. tov. 
28. 


fa, 27.4, 


he rears like a young Lion, does he expect, certainly, 
that all men fhould ferve him-with fear, and even 
thofe that rejoyce before bim, Cin the moft fefival 
exercifes of Religion, wherein j joy was part of the 
fervice required ) {hould do it with a embling ? Thus 
are Chriftian Gentiles taught,’ upon confideration of 
the noted feverities of God towards his former 
people the Fes, not to be high-minded, but fears 
as alfo the Chriftian Fews, upon 1 the remembrance of 
thefeverities of God towards their fore-fathers un- 
der the Law, in’ the very delivery whereof Mofes 
himfelf {aid , I exceedingly fear ‘and quake, are cal- 
led on by the fatne Apoftle, to ferve him with reve- 
rence and godly fear: as confi dering, that not only 
Mount Sinaz, but Mount Sion alfo had its thun- 
drings, and the Gofpel its terreurs, as well as the 
Law: So that offenders againft him that {peaks from 
Heaven, {hall not efcape, more than they that‘ de- 
Spifed bim that {pake on Earth; nay, hall rather'be 
punithed with more feverity, becaufe the Godot 
Chriftians, as wellas ews, is; if provoked, @ con- 
funing fire;-and not to be met (as [aizh‘expret 
feth it ) by thorns and briars fet in array againft bim, 
lef he go through them, and burn them togetber. 

(7-) Laftly, to improve that fear for our fattixe 
Caution; that taking warning by his noted feveri- 
ties towards others, we give him no occafion, by 
the fame or like provocations,’ to take us in hand 
next. But'efpecially, are we to'take heed’ of thofe 


4 dits in particular, ‘againft which ‘we-are evidently 


convinced God-hath given publique Teltimonies by 
any remarkable Fudgments. ‘Which is the ufe the 
Apoftle tells us we shipht to make of the great Judg- 
ments of God, againft the old I/raelites left us up- 


+ Cor.ro, On Record in Scriptitre. All thofe things ( which 
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(6r) 
amples , and were written for our admonition , upon 
whom the ends of the world are come: to the intent, 
as he implies it in feveral Inftances, that we frould 
not Inf, ox commit Idolatry, Ot Fornication, ox tempt 
Chrift, ox murmur, as they did, for fear of the fame 


_or like Judgments. 


And the like End furely God aims at, in thofe 
Judgments, which fall out in any Age or part of 
the world, to admonith men to repent of, and for 
the future, abftain from thofe Courfes which (€ as 
it were ) after violence to his Patience and long- 
{uffering,’ and extort thofe notable {everities from 
him, by the audacious importunity of their noto- 
rious Impietics. : 

And inall'fach cafes the wifeman ( in Solomons 
Phrafe ) will hear and increafe in learning, by forti- , 
fying himfelf againft all Tentations to thofe fins, 
againft which he feeth the Hand of God fo nota- 
bly lifted up. So that if among all the jolly crew 
of fort drunkards, but now and then one break his 
neck inv his drunkennefs, ot bya cup-quarrel lofe his 
life; ( though withal many fich thould efcape. fuch 
ends, évcn fo many as to give countenance to the 
profane Proverb, that drunken men come by no harm ) 
yet the’ prudént man will lay thofe few contrary 
Inftances to heart; and fay in himfelf, Why should 
I not fear, if I defpife fuch marnings, that I may be 
made the next Example in that kind ? \t there be a 
fignal Inftance in his Age, and within his obferva- 
tion of a noted cruel oppreffor, upon whofe eftate 
and houfe the caurfe of God remarkably defcends, 


- fo that his’ pofterity are either all buried in'death, 
i.e. die obfzurély, fo as to be miffed by fcarce any Jeb i 


body: or if any of them furvive, they are aot fa- 192 
tisfied with bread 5 but the great eftates gotten by 
unlawful means, melt away like wax before ‘the 








Sun, exe inherited by ‘the third Generation > the Prov. 3. 
: ) E feria 212 33 















(62) 
ferious. obferver will learn, not to envy bim, nop 
choofe any of bis ways. 
Ifthe Examples fhould be more rare, thanin 
Lakers, thefe days they are, of a debauched Prodigal, {pen- 
2% ding all his. living with harlots, and by means of 
whorith women reduced from an ample Eftate toa 
Prov. 6. piece of bread: ox of fome other finners in the fame 
“a ;, Kind, whofe flefh and body are confumed with a loath- 


zr. fom difeaft, thereby receiving in themfélves (in the 


Phrafe of the Apoftle, concerning uncleannefs in 
Roms, another kind»). that vecompence of their erroser mhich 
27- was meet; the confidering man will fay with him- 
{clf, What fecurity have L, that the fame fin, if I 
follore it, wilt not reduce me tothe fame Cafe? If but 
the field of a fluggard be overgrown with thorns, and 
uettles cover the face thereof, &c. (i. e. his worldly 
eftate goes backward for want of honeft Induftry ) 
Prov.25- a wife Solomon will confider it, and receive anftructions 
If the daring and audacious Appeals of a bold fin- 
ner’ to God in fearful Curfes upon himfelf; or 
profane. affectations of a new uncouth way of gal- 
Jantry, by inventing xew Imprecations againtt him- 
{clf: or the malicious fheoting of biter words as 
arvoms\ in evil . withes: againft others ;-amongft 
men that Jove curfing, do but once or twice in an 
Age meet with a futable ftroke of Divine feverity, 
Pfal.rog. and curing come into the curfers borpels. like water, 
“ — and.gs-oyl into bis bones: a confiderate Chrittian will 
Pf 39.1, take heed, that he offend. act thus with his tongue 5 
and by a folemn purpofe, ar with a bridle, keep his 

month from tran{grefing in that manner, 
In'a. word, when. all the places of Execution ina 
Nation become Pulpits, whence the miferable Ma- 
lefators from their own woful experience, preach 
Recantation Sermons, wherein they renounce the evil 
Principles they have lived by, and warn all men of 
the dangerous confequences of licentious and de- 
Sel | bauched 
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|} bauched Courfes: and the fame Dottrine be alfo 
; ty | as frequently preached from the deatb-beds of other 
 finners, wherein the exrfes written in Gods book are 
atin |. Verified in the eyes and ears of all men, except: 
fin | they wilfully fhut them both: who, but a defpe- 
nsf} rately forlorn wretch, will dare fay i bis heart, I 
toa fhall bave peace, though I- walk in the imagination < jbesggiabitg 
ame | mine own heart: i.e. gxatifie my own finfut inclina- sat 
wh | tions to fatiety, as one that adds drunkennefs to thirft ? 
ty | Againft {uch an one, furely, (if any fuch there be ) 
‘sin | tbe anger of the Lord and his jealoufie may well fmoke, 
whi @ Yea and. burn (as he elfewhere threatens ) to the 54.29, 
bin. | Zosveft Hell, the place appointed for them ( fays the 
v1) Verle following my Text ) that under {uch evi- 
‘hye f Gent tokens to remember him by, forget God. And PS 9 
| juftly may God make them Examples themfelves, 


and 


ity | whom the Examples of others will not amend: as 
| being, guilty of tempting his 7uftice beyond all pof- 
sig, | fibility of forbearance, by the ungrateful abufing 


of that Patience that fhould have led them to Repen- 
tance; of daring, prefimption upon that lenity and 
* goodnefs which only hath given them that merciful Pf. 66.9, 
"| reprieve, by which their forfeited fowls are held in 
| lifes of monftrous hardne{s and impenitency of beart, 
_ whereby they-treafure vip to themfelves. wrath againft the Rom. 
| day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous 3 
| Fudgment of God and laftly, of prodigious mad- 
| nefs,and delperate foolbardine/s, when.as (notwith- 
| ftanding, the fearful Inftances in all Ages by which 
| God hath taught the world that none ever hardned Job 9. 4. 
| himfelf againft him, and profpered, yet ) as if they 
) would wreftle a fall, or fight a duel with the Al- 
| mighty, they run upon bim even on his neck, and on Sobt r5- 
} the thick boffes of his bucklers. aa are 
) Believe is, finner, believe it, ( for Truth it felf 
a } hath {poken it ) though God fpare thee a while, 
Land execute not fentence fpeedily againjt thy wicked aad 
“ENA he ig works 5 Nehg.t7 














O4. 
Rom.9. warkss though he be flow to anger, and endure 
22, with much leng-fuffering the Veffels of wrath fitted for 
2 Pet.3.9- deftruction, as not being willing that any fhould perifh, 
but that all (hould come to repentance ; yet will he not 
finally fuffer his holy {pirit to be vexed, his pa- 
tience to be trampled upon, his word and its warn-: | 
ings to be defpifed, and his Exemplary Execu-. | 
tions to be entertained only as news without any. 
farther effect; but if the wicked turn nod, he will 
PRil.7. whet bis Sword, be will bend his bow and make it 
72-13 ready, and prepare for him the Inftraments of death 
pfi.78, and ( whenhe hath jtired up all his wrath, which 
38 yet in his great compaffion he forbears ) he will wound 
pai.63. the bead of his Enemies, and the hairy fcalp of alt 
2%. finch as go on frill in their trefpaffess and cither here 
or hereafter make them feel by experience, who 
without feeling would not bclieve it, what a fear- 
Heb. 10. ful thing it is to fall into the bands of the living Gode 
3%¢ From which doleful experience God keep us all, 


for Jefus Ghrift his fake. dimen, 
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To the Reverend 


§ FORD. D.D. 


i Reétor of... 
Old-Swinford in Worcefterfhire.. 


SIR, 

Eing importuned by divers ( Gentlemen, 
Minifters, and others: of our Neieh= 
bourhood) to draw up a full Narrative 

and Account of that late {ad Providence 
(which hath filled the hearts and months of 
the Country round about us, the fame whereof 
is allo {pread into remote parts ) I was at laft 
prevailed with to endeavour their fatisfattion : 
And the rather becauje of a general rumour 77 
the Country, that the man had declared fe- 
veral things to me of near concernment to 
himfelf, which‘he concealed from all other 
\Vifitants. That I might not therefore fuffer 
fuch Reports to pa{s uncertain, nor be wanting 
in that which'was by fome urged as my duty 5 
I did (by travelling , at feveral times , above 
fixty miles iz the parts adjacent) enquire mm- 
\to divers particular circumftances , which I 
\was not before fully clear in : and have now at 
loft fet all down in plain words (futable te 
uch an account) that the meaneft concerned to 
| A 2 know 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


know and make good ufe of the providence. 
might at firft reading clearly under ftand it. 
Sir, That Taddrefs this to you, 4, that | 
may take an opportunity to make my hearty act 
knowledgments for your learned and ufefu 
Difcourfes in the Pulpit upon this occafion, tt 
the general fatisfattion of your Hearers 5 ane 
I wuft in my own name, and many of theirs 
intreat, you would make the fubftance of then 
more publick from the Prefs,that the Reader! for 
may learn not to be too cenforious 7 things 0 
this nature, nor yet to pals by fo fignal a Pro: 
vidence without that juft Ob{ervation 7 de: 
ferves, and due reverence toward that God) " 
who is known by the Judgments which wh | 
executeth, as you have fully fhewed us. I hope 
Sir, Linvite you to nothing, but what JOH stort 
own Judgment accounts worthy gour labour) Oye of 
and 1 am confident it willbe no mean additions Arve 
to your former elaborate fervices of God axel tie fu 
his Church. Iz which that you nay be long comfaciii 
tinued for his Glory, and the good of his Peo fhereabo 
Pe fall be the hearty Prayer of ( Reverenth 
AYig ) 




























itfromt! 


Richt 





Your moft affectionate 
(though unworthy Friend’ 


to honour and ferve you, 













Opkent 


$f, ILLINGWORTH 
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vA juft Narrative on Account 
| of the Man whofe. Hands and 
Legs Rotted off mthe Parifh 
hein ; : : 

ia Of Kings-Swinford. i Stat- 
i) fordthire, where he Died, 
MOS OR 

"he June 21.1677... 

it de 
R% Duncalf of Cod{al Paxith, not far from 









Wolverbampton, in the County of Stafford, 
hh dying many years fince ( and his Wife al- 
“y (5) left behind them many Children, and 
ij" bt fender provifion for them. 
boa 1: One of their Sons, Fohn Duncalf, bound himfelf 
dititt\an Apprentice to Thomas Gibbens of Kings-Swinford 
| ain the fame County, Wheelwright... When he had 
ML, fexrved his Mafter two years and {even months (or 
Dy thereabouts). he and his fellow Apprentice ftealing 
nl Grom their Mafter a confiderable quantity of Iron,de- 
Nl» veved it to.a third perfon,who promifed to conceal 
it from their Malter:but being, all-brought before the 
Right Honorable the Lord aed of Dudley-Caftleup- 
oti examination feverally, they accufed each other, 
‘and confeffed the whole: By whichameans there was 
) found concealed (as. Fha. Gibbons faith.) 26 pound 
jof old Iron, befides more. that was wrought up, new 
ih | Waggon-Nails, ends of Bars, ics Upon their Con- 
\feffion’ the Lord Ward (ent them. to the Houle of 
| CorreGtion, about Odober 14.1675. But the other 
)RIHH Apprentice being, ectearane fick there, and this 
| Shoe 
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‘and aftermard wmrdered ber: Thar he was guilty of Buge 
“gery, or lying with|Beafts, dc. | I dotherefore openly 


~all his other Gmpieties 5:among which. his:conftant 






































Fobn Duncalf pretending, at leaft, to be fick alfo, 
they two were fet at liberty the week following. 
After which time this faid Fobn Duncalf refufed to 
come again to, his former. fervice’ ( faying, he 
would never fet his feet in Kings-Swinford whilft he 
lived) but offering and. engaging to, pay to, his Ma-| 
{ter forty fhillings, his Mafter and he gave Releates to 
each other: by: which means this,young nian (who 
was then full twenty. years of age, and at more li- 
berty than formerly whilft an Apprentice) gave-him- 
felf up to licentious courfes, viz. (as he confeffed to 
me, Apri] 26.1677 ) ‘to Idlenefs 5 Stealing, ‘Lying, 
Curfing, Sreearing, Drunkenne{s, and Uncleannefs with 
Women. Which laft , he faid, was not by committing 
atina] Fornication or Adultery, but in the thoughts of bis 
beart,and by lafcivious words,and geftures whereby be had 
endeavoured to'tenpt-them to lewdnefs in divers places. 1 
muft therefore here clear my felf and him from an 
unjuft rumour andireport common (as I am infor- 
med) in the Country hereabouts, which many peo- 
ple'yet bélieve, vig.’ That be confeffed fime things to 
me which he difired might be concealed: whillt he lived, 
as, that'be bad committed a Rape upon a’ young perfon, 
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“declare to all, thapthefe:were groundlefs rumors: of 
lgeports, and Tidoiaffure them he never defired meto 
“eanéeal any thing ‘he faid or confefléd: to me, nor 
didhe ever {péakito:me of any fiichcthings’as thee 
which fome havereported and others believed.) But 
‘the faults above-mentioned feemed to lie asan hea- 
‘vy burden ‘upon his Confcience,) when» he judged 
‘Godsihand was feverely chaftizing him forthem,and 
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theyo 
he did 
eXeorg 
mi. 
teltahe 
beard 
Eck 


profanenefs hadmot been the leaft,\ inthat; alebongh he 
‘would both read-and write; yet he had (ashe {aid tome) 
dy Hort yin sie: a long 
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along time neglected all manner of Service and Worfbip 
of God, as well on the Lords day as other days,and that 
| both in private and publick: It isfaid, he ftole many 


_ things to fupply his growing neceffities ( which his 


idlenefs and intemperance brought upon him) chief- 
ly Bibles 5 and the rather becaufe they would foonett 


| be bought by others. About Fanuary the 6th. 167% 


coming to the houfe of Humphrey Babb, living at the 
Grange-mill, about three miles trom Wolverhampton, 


| he begged of Margares; the {aid Humphrey's Wite, 


| Victuals and {mall drink, >The Woman having for- 
| merly known him, and compaifionating his prefent 


condition, gave him frecly fuch as fhe had, but whiltt 
| the ftooped to draw drink for,him, he ffole ber Bible, 


! 
| 
| 





(as he confeffed to her afterwards.) This Bible he fold 
for three fhillings toa Maid of Fohn Downings, who 
lives near the Heath-Forge, not far from the place 
where he ftole it. - By which means, not long after, 
Humphrey Babb’s Wife heard of her Bible, demanded. 
it of the Maid that bought it, and making her {ome 
allowance toward what’ fhe paid for it, received 
it again long before either of them faw him, or 
heard. what. was become’ of him: But this being; 
noifed in the Country thereabouts, one Henry Evans 
told his ‘Father Thomas Evans (commonly called 
Painter ) wholives near Henly or Himley (they both 
knew him),what Fobn Duncalf had done: at which 
the {aid Fon Duncalf, when he heard of it, was ve- 
ry angry, and. gave out threatning words againft 
the young man ; but being charged with.it by them, 
he did not only deny it with fome fiercenefs , but 
execrated and curfed himfelf, mifhing his hands might 
rot off; if that were true (asthe faid Thomas Evans 
teftities) and. Fohn Bennet his Keeper, faith, he often 
heard him fay toGentlemen that vifited him in his 
ficknefs, that he did fo curfe himfelf upon that oc- 
A 4 cafion 
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cdfion to Thomas Evans. And this hé acknowledg= 
ed of hisownaccord, to me and many others, feve- 
yal times, when he feemed moft ferious and in ear- 
neft | That he fo curfed himfelf , and that immediately 
upon the execration or curfing of bimfelf; be bad an in- 
ward horror or trembling upen bim, a dread and fear of 
the Divine Majefty, and Fuftice of God; which fear and 
working of bis Coifciente continued more ov lefs many 
days after. | 
When I asked him (upon this ingenious acknow- 
ledgment) why he did not confefs bis mitkednefs , and 
endeavour that the Bible might be reftored to the owner ? 
his anfwer was, [Zhat the Devil and bis own heart 
would not fuffer bim. | Yet this he acknowledged to 


4 4° 
be Ti 
fit Me 
ont'e 
Patt 
He) 
nctiti\ 
odin 


me [That withina fer days after that execration bis ite 

fleh began to look black, at the verilts of bis bands, and rn 

{0 continued divers weeks before it did fenfibly _ He wii 

went then and wrought with one Thomas Osbora a eau 

Joyner in Dudley, and (as Osborn faith) continued man 

with him about a fortnight (Shrovetuefday being, Wed 

the lafi day as he well remembers.) and that it was who 

the laft work that ever he did 3 which Icannot won- ler 

derat, confidering what this poor man faid to me mat 
concerning, himfelf in reference to that time, viz, 100 

[ After I bad curfed my felf about the Bible, I wronghe FXO 

| with a Joyner at Dudley 5 but at that time I bad a fear mo 
iM and trembling upon me, which frequently troubled me, fon 
i and made me bave no great mind to work and fo feeling the 
iiy felf weak and faint, and fearing an Ague or Fever, ba 

{went towards my acquaintance, but in the way finding ti 

Lwas unableto go any further, [laid my felf dévn in a On 

Barn (at Parton-Hall as I remersber.) belonging to Sir bir 

Walter Wrotefeley, and there continned to days and th 

nights before I was found | (Lome fay he faid (at o- for 


ther times )from Tvefday night to Friday morning.) 
Being found, he was kept at the charge of the Parith 
Of Zettenbal (in which Parten-Hall ttands) until 
bin the 
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the next monthly mecting of the. Fultices of thé 
Peace, who (March 27.1677 ..) by examination 
finding, Kings-Swinford to have been the laft place of 
his fettlement, made an order he (hould be carried 
thither, and maintained by that Parifh. There he 
was received, March 28. and. Fobn Bennet appointed 
to take care of him: firlt in a Barn belonging to the 
three Growns, (an Inn ftanding, on the Road between 
Wolverhampton and K idderminfter_) and after one 
fortnight removed by the Overfcers for the Poor, to 
the dwelling houfe of the faid Fobn Bennet his Keep- 
er in Wall-Heath-fide. His Heth at firft began to rife 
ingreat lumps or knots at the wrifts of his hands, 
and at his knees (ashis Keeper tells me.) and after a 
little time to break and run , and fhortly after te 
thrink from the bones at thofe places, at which time, 
white putrid matter came out gud ran abundantly, 
eaufing, exquifite pain and torment to this poor 
man» And fo offenfive was the {mel for feveral 
weeks together, that thofe who came to vifit him 
who were not only many hundreds, but, ’tis be- 
lieved , thoufands (his Keeper and Neighbours fay 
many thoufands,) were not able to abide in the 
toom with him, nor ftand neat without the door, 
except they had herbs or other things at their 
mouths and nofesto{mell to. The Vilitants being, 
fo numerous at alltimes of the day , efpecially on 
the.Lords-days, it feemed to give him great diftur- 
bance, and made him very unwilling, to talk many 
times, or anfwer them any thing. They moved him 
once fo far to impatience, when they crowded about 
him each with a queftion, having Herbs, aid other 
things at their Nofes, that his pathion made him to 
forget his own condition, and with heir Nofes might 
vor off (as divers there prefent affured me 3) for 
which Fgently, but ferioully , reproved him at-my 
next vit, He feemed to take the reproot ins ace 
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knowledging the fault of his paffionate expreffions 
towards them (prevoked as he faid, by their crowd- 
ing, impertinent curiofity, and foolith queltions or 
to that effect :) But he had forgot, cr would not 
confefs, that he ufed thofe words,—about their No- 
Ses rotting off. | 

But his Keeper tells me, he would often be very 

impatient towards the multitude, and call to him, 

- Laying, Yobn, why dof thou not dafh out their teeth ? 
doc thou not fee bow they grin at me 2 and the 
like. 

About the twentieth of April many little Worms 
came out of the rotten flefh, fuch as are ufually {een 
in dead Corpfes (as his Keeper told me) but after 
he was well wafhed and cleanfed, thof ceafed, and 
the room and f{inell was nothing fo offenfive as for- 
merly: yet allthat while (though it was rumord 
in the Country) he would never confefs his execra- 
tion, and withes againft him(elf, until his Keeper de- 
nied toeafe him of the Vermin, Lice, @ec.. that fil- 
led his fhirt and doublet, and continually | tormen= 
tedhim.. He then firft-promifed, ‘that if his Keep- 
er would cut them off and. cleanfe him, (he had 
long before'cut offall the hair of his head_) he would 
acknowledg the whole truth which he then did in 
manneras is before related. | 

And now he began to beg inftruGtion, and help 
to repent, and that fome Minifters and others, who 
came to vifithim, would pray for and with him, 
which many did, both publick Preachers and others, 
at {everal times 5»and fome who lived near him (as 
I did ) often. «Being asked by me what he defired 
might be begged.of God for him’, he returned an- 
{wer to this: puspofe : That God. would give him 
repentance, and pardon his fins . above-mentioned > Viz. 
Edlenefs, Stealing; Lying, Curfing, Swearing, Drunken- 

nefs, unclean Thoughts, and conftant Prophanenefs, &c. 
that 
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shat he would fave him for Chrifts fake, and give him 
patience inthe mean time. | Idid accordingly endea- 
vour to reprefent his cafe before God, and with 
humble eameftnefs to pray for mercy for him and 
he {eemed at that time to be fomewhat affected with 
the Prayer, @ec. 

It wasabout thistime , if I miftake not, that he 
fent for Humphrey Babb’s Wife , from whom he ftole 
the Bible, the came and brought the Maid he fold‘4t 
to, along with her: to them he conteffed the wrong 
he had done, and defired they would forgive him 5 
which the Wife told methe did heartily, and prayed 
God to forgive him asthe did. The Maid feemed. 
to be of the-fame mind and Chriftian temper. 

Very many (asl hinted before’) hearing of him, 
came from all parts adjacent, and fome from places 
far diftant, to fee this fad fpectacle of Divine Ju- 
ftice: and aniong({t'the'reft, fome of the Romanifts, 
one of which, he and his Keeper fuppofed to be a 
Prieft of that profeition , who was earnelt with him 
to renounce his Religion, and become a Catholick, 

(as he called it.) and they would remove him, take 
care tolheal his Sores, and (faid: the man , whom 


they fuppofed to be the Prieft)i willpavon my foul for 23 


thine, that thow fhalt be faved : which Yam informed, 
is an ordinary formof fpeech amongst the Papas ot 
this Countrey, when they would perfuade men to 
their party. ‘When T enquired of this poor man (to 
try him.) mby he did not accept of their offers ¢ hean- 
4wered to thispurpole, [To mbat end? How can lwp 
“pawn bis foul for mine ? none can fave me but Chrift. | 
> Others who had:occafion to travel this way from 
London; and other parts far off, Weft and North, vi- 
fitedhim, we hope not to fatisfietheir curiofity fo 


much;.as to behold:a monument of Divine (everity, 


and that they might bear witnefs, that altbough fen- 


rence againft an.evil workis not almays executed fpeedily, 
| yet 
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yet, Gad leaves not himfelf without witnefs, in. this, 
as wellas former ages, againft Atheifm and grand 
impicty. 

Upon the eighth of May following, both his legs 
were fallen off at the knees, which the poor man 
perceived not until his Keeper told him and fhewed 
them:to him, holding them up in his hands, and his 
right hand, hanging only by fome ligament, by 4 
little touch of a knife, was taken off alfo: The 
other hand at the fame time being black asa fhooe, 
and not much unlike, in the fancy of fome, for 
roughnefs and hardnefs, to the outfide of a dried 
Neats-tongue. [his hand hanged ona long time after- 
wards by fore fuch thing as the former, and might 
(tis potlible) have continued in that manner until 
his death,if he had not defired hisKeeper to take that 
away alfo as the former, becaufe it was troublefome 
tohim. Now although putrid matter frequently if- 
fued out at thofe places, yet he had not fo much 
painvas he had formerly for amonth or fix weeks , as 
he freely confeffed.; and acknowledged that his fto- 
mach was good, and did digeft fuch meats as he 
cook,and that he had.evacuations,by fiege and urine, 
as heretoforein ‘his health. 

So that, continuing in this condition fome weeks, 
many began to think the Iffues might be ftopped, 
and his life preferved many years, if regularly or- 
dered. Some of the Parifhioners were moved in it, 
that Phyficians and Surgeons, might. be confulted, 
and good advice taken in the café; but I cannot 
Fearn that any thing was done about it, being judg- 
ed,. by fome, incurable... Itis faid: that he exprefied 
himfelf to fome that vifited-him inthis manner. 
t That now the carfe wherewith be had-curfed himfelf 
heing fully come'to pafs (in that bis hinds were rotted 
off.) be was perfiaded it would go no further. | . But he 
forgot that God punithed him, not for that fin only, 

it | but, 
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but, for all his great tranfgreffions (though for that 
chiefly) as he formerly conteffed to me, he believed. 
At laft his fleth began to waft, and his {pirits to fail s 
{o that vifiting him again, and obferving {ome 
change in his flefh and countenance more than for- 
merly, I laboured to convince him more fully of his 
condition, and to perfuade him to look up to the 
ereat Phyfician, in whofe hands are the iffues of 
lifeand death, @c. He feemed to give diligent at- 
tention, and earneftly defired me to pray with hims 
after prayers, when was about to leave. him ‘for 
that time, he defired I would not forget him in my 
prayers; making it alfo his earneft requelt, that I 
would come again when ever he fhould fend for me, 
which I promifed I would at any hour day or night. 
This was June 16. and on the 19. (as his Keeper ac 
knowledgeth ) he was in great anguifh and trouble 
of mind, crying out [What foall I do to fave my poor 
foul 7} with many other expreffions to the fame pur- 
pofe 5 being very fick, and fearing his approaching, 
death. But upon what account his Keeper would 
not fend for me (in whofe hearing he fo earnefily 
defixed me to come to him) he knows belt, and mutt 
anf{wer it, if it was-his fault for private refpects , as 
is conjectured. On Fune 21. inthe morning, 1 went 
aeain to vifit him, unfent for, but found him un- 
fenfible, and paft any further advice. I ftaid by him 
until almoft noon. He lay ftill, with his eyes hxed, 
as adying man, moved not et any thing, we faid te 
him, but upon pouring into hima little drink with 
a {fpoon at feveral. tunes , he coughed a little, and 
groaned, and then lay as before. When I faw there 
was no probability he would underftand any thing, 
I faid, Left him (after prayermade for him with 
the company there prefent , in the houfe,) and had 
notice brought me, that he died about twe hours 
after my departure from hun. | 


- 


Before I {um up the whole of this Narrative, and 
account of his condition, [judge it may be accept- 
able to the Readerto infert fome {hort Obfervations, 
communicated tome byan ingenious Gentleman, 
our Neighbour, who feveral times vifited him in his 
affliction. Take them therefore in his own words: 

“When I firft faw this young man (which was 
“ quickly after he was brought into.Kings-Swinford ) 
“ he appeared to me to be of a vigorous {tate of body, 
“and of an healthy conftitution , faving the ftrange 
“ defect under which he laboured, his hands and legs 
“being then deprived of fenfe and motion. I ob- 
“fervedthem, and handled him: They were frona 
“ both wrifts and knees blackifh and dying; and T 
“took notice, that about each wrift'and knee there 
“was asit were a Circle at the joynt that divided 

“the found from the dying parts, and feemed like a 
“ligature,prohibiting any nourifhment to pafs thofe 
“bounds; fo that the blood and fpirits being won- 
“derfully ftopped in their circulation, it muft ne- 
“ ceflarily follow, that the parts thus deprived of 
“their wonted fupply, mutt wither and die as a leaf 
“in Autumn: which fad progrefs they made till 
“both hands and legs from the wrilts and knees be- 
“ came dead and dried, blackand hard, like Mum- 
“my, before they fell off at the joynts, which they 

“afterward did. Lalfo obferved , that at the firft, 

“above each of the forementioned circles, there 

“brake out a fore, at which the’ nonrifhing juyce 

“ (deligned by nature to have fed thofe parts ) em- 

* ptied it {elf (now in thofe fores corrupted) in a 

“ quitture or fanies, fo horribly ftinking, that few of 
“his Vifitants could wellendure the room without 

“fome tirong fmelling defenfative. But vifiting 
“ him after thofe dead limbs were fallen from the 

“body (all but one hand which was almoft fevered ) 
“ Ifaw the joynts with the fleth look welland jh 
: thy. 
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“thy. They feemed to me free and untouch’d by 
“ the former mortification, being ‘quick and fenfi- 
“ble, that now the fellow complained upon the 
“ Jeaft touch thereof, yet feeming to promife an ea- 
“fie cure, for that ichorous ftinking humor was 
“gene the flefh was raw, but {weet, and here and 
“ there befmeared with a thick corrupt pus, an en- 
“couraging fign (fay Artifts) that fores incline to 
“healing: But this poor creature wanting all help 
“from Art or Medicine, fave what the application 
“of the leaves of Mullein afforded, which by his 
“ Keeper were ufed to defend the raw parts ; in fome 
“weeks there iflued the like thin and ftinking hu- 
“moras before, which foon put a period to his life. 
So far my Friend. 7 

As to the young man himfelf, he was (as he told 
me a few days before he died) about twenty two 
| yearsof age. Itwaseafie toobferve, he had been 
a firong young man, naturally of a fubborn tem- 
per, much hardened by evil courfes ; yet he feemed 
| fometimes to be affeéted with his condition, the dif- 
| courfesmadetohim, and prayers with him; and I 
with I might have had from him as clear an evidence 
of a comfortable change wrought in him,as I would 
| gladly have told the world. I muft in charity leave 
| his final condition to God, who thus affliéted and 
| chaftized him for the {pace of near about four months, 
| thathe might be a fignal {pectacle tothoufands, of 
| Gods difpleafure againft impiety. 
| Thefum of allis this, That a ftrong, lufty, young 
| man, asmoft in the County where he was born, 
| being unfaithful to God and his Mafter, and giving 
| himtelf to licentioufnefs and wickednefs, was 
| brought to a morfel of bread; and by doing evil 
| and denying it with execrations, had a fting and {e- 
| cret remorfe in his confcience, by which, and want 
| (the fruit of his idlenefS and intemperance.) he 
| . grew 
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Cia) 
grew faint and weak, and his hands waxed feeble : 
not being able to work, defigned to betake himfelf 
tohis Friends , but was ftopped by the way, forced 
to liedown under the hand of God, that the Curfe 
wherewith he had curfed himfelf might come upon 
him; and{oby the ftupendious providence of God 
he was madea fpectacle to the.world of Divine fe- 
yerity many weeks, that others might fee, and hear, 
and fear, and.do no more wickedly. And I with,God 
may have no reafon to fay to any, (as by the Apo- 

+ agg fllein another cafe, *)---Behold ye defpifers, and mon 

13.41, 4er and perio: for I work a workin your days, which 
you ball in no wife believe, though aman declare it unte 
OH. 





STR, Jong 

Being rvequefted by Mr. Illing- 
worth fo give you an account of 
what I am able to [ay concerning 
John Duncalt, I apprehend 
the beft way 18 by a bare and 
brief Narrative of that dif- 
courfe that paffed between us 
whillt I was with him ; if there 
13 any thing worth your cogni- 
xance, you may make ufe of it 
as you pleafe. 


Our Difcourfe was as followerh. 


May 1ft. 1677. 
Quelt.€% Peaking to him of the deplo- 
vablenefs of his (Condition, 
and that [ure there was amore than ordi- 
nary band of Gods Providence in it arifing 
from fome evil aét or a€tions of his. 
B Anfw. 


































| Anfwv. Anfwered yes, “twas for his 
fins. 

Queft, When I told bim that fin was 
generally the procuring Caufe of every 
mans [ufferings ; but under [uch remar- 


kable and dreadful [ufferings as thefe ; 
were, there is ufually one or more fpectal q 
fins to be inquired after, as the neareft 
procuring Caufe or Caufes. 2 
Anfw. He anfwered yes. fo it was q 
in his cafe. He ftole aBible from a r 
Woman, and being charged with it, ‘ 
denied it with this fearful wifh,| That i 
kis Hands might vot.off if be ftole it. |] 3 
Queft. Then I asked him, whether bis | i 
hands began to blacken, or change Colour, ts 
or tingle, Sc. prefently after the. impre- 
cation, or that fearful wifh of his? . 
Anfw. Anlwer'd no , but his Con- 
{cience tingled fadly. : ; 
Queft. John, how long was it e’re , 
your hands began to rot, or bad any figns 
“of putrefaction upon them after the 


Curfe § 
Anfy. About a fortnight, |, 


| gs 
























Queft.. Have yon made your peace 


; vith God for fo great an offence > | 1 
"| Anfw. | Being a man not apt to | k 

. | fpeak, andoignoranewithal | “made ie 
, | little anfwer,' only fhaked his head. 1] | 


i). Quelte lave you asked the Woman 
tf forgivene/s, and to your power endeayour- 
| ed to make fatisfaction . or if the Bible | 
| were myour bands; to make Reftitution? | 
| Anfw. Xes, he did fend for her; | 


| anid fhe came accordingly, and pray- | | 
: | ed God forgive him; for fhe did: ; 

| Queft.. John, -canft-pray ¢ Ihave not F 
, | found in-thee any motions or inclinations | 
. | thereunto fince T came, . {| 
‘| Shakes his'head again, and nothing } 
i hefaidas« : 4 
| Queft. John, dof thoit know how at # 


| fogreat adiftance as fin hath made thee, 
| to go to the Father 2.0 200° | 


: Auf: Yes, by Jefus Chrift; whi- 
{pering it fotely, yer foast might heat 


im. : TT 
Quelt. Then fearing be did not under- 
ftand what. Chrift bath done for the World, 
F very briefly opened to bim the ‘Fenor and 
Ch Be Cone 
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fobow he muft expect Mercy at the hands 
of God. «> ¢) 

Anjw. Then({o far as could gues) 
he began fomewhat to relent, for the 
Tearsitrickled down his cheeks, and 
many Symptoms of conviction and 


forrow {eemed to be upon him ; fay- 
ing thefe words, or to this. purpofe : 


For Gods fake, Sir, pray for me. 
Quelt. Johnj, Jam glad.to fee fome;, 
though the teaft tokens of penitence in 
thee.---- The.Lord enlarge thine heart, 
and make thy Confcience tender: ----- I am 
willing, John, to pray.for thee,.and fol 
perceive.t this whole, company: But it 
would be great fatisfaction to us, if yon 
Would acquaint\us, what we fbould more 
particularly defire of God.on‘your, account. 
Anfw. Good Sir, that.my fins may 
be pardoned,, as lofs of ,Fime, neg- 
lect of Duty, and the fervice of God, 
Queft. Is not Sabbath -breaking one $ 

Ani. OVesnVest tT 
Queft. lave you any thing elfe to fay? 
Anfw. No. Ehen letss pray. --- 
si Ending 


Conditions of the Covenant of Grace, and- 




























































Ending with the Lords Prayer, he 


repeated the Petitions.after me, fay- 
| ing Amen, with fomewhat anelevated 


| voice; being obferved to weep {eve 
-yal.times whilft we continued prayer. 
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After which J parted),with hinj 
making me. to promife him, the con- 


| tinuation of my Prayers. 


About a foxtnight after, he fendsia 
Meflenger to me to tell me he defired 


/my company again; at which time 


I made it my bufinels not fo muchto 
ask him Queftions, as to inform him 


of thofe Truths that as I thought had 


a neceflary conducency to our eternal 


Dean. | Spending fome hours with 
him that day, as I could bear the noy- 
fom ftench that then came from 
him. Before I came away that time, 
which was the laft time that I faw 
him; his Keeper told me, that a Po- 
pifh Prieft had been with him fome 
few days before, earneftly endeavou- 


| ring to profelyte him to their Religi- 
| on, ufing this Argument : That if he 


would turn Roman Catholick, 1 will 
| pawn 


———————_— 














pawn my Soulto thy Soukthow fhaleé |: 
be faved: But all he could obtainof 
the poor'man, was only this, thache 
would confider of it. — Then asking 
John Duncalf, whechet this was true? 
He ‘anfwered, Yes.’ Praying wich 
him, I took my final Jeave and fare: 
well. This is-all (worthy Sir ) thae 
Pknow concerning him. “I can only 
add that I am 


: Your moft humble Servafit, 
KGnfare, Ang. * 
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eae 
7E whole Names. are here- 
unto. {ubfcribed, ‘living in 


the. Neighbourhood | of 


Kings-Swinford , where fohn Duncalf 


the fubject of the preceding Narrative, 
whilft Gods hand was fo feverely up- 
on him, for the moft part relided; and 
having moft of .us vificed him and 
difcourfed him in chat condition, and 
the reft of us received frequent Infor- 


| mations of the Paflages herein men- 


tioned froma multitude of credible 


_ Witnefles, do (in order tothe ren- 


dring fo ufeful a Relation more credi- 
table fo far as we are known ) atteft, 
that we judge it to be very exactly 
and impartially penned inall the par- 
ticulars: and efpecially, in thofe 
Paflages of it which contain the fre- 
quent ferious acknowledgements of the 
mentioned Fohn Duncalf, (‘That be did 
imprecate that Fudement upon himfelf 
which ts here exprefjed , and upon the 


a| occafion here related ) which be made 


noe 
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not only in the hearing of the Author, | 
butalfo of moft of us: as alfo, in 
the fubftance of thofe that relate the 
rotting off of his Hands and Legs before | 
his death, in the manner herein men- | 
tioned. And this atte/tation we make 
with no other defign, but that God 
may have the glory, and the world 
the benefit of fo Exemplary a Provi- 
dence. For which end we as heartily 
accompany this Narrative with our 
prayers, as with our hands, 






















Simon Pord, D.D. 

Tho. Wilsby. 

Amb. Sparry. | 
Fobn Raynolds. 

Samuel Mountfort. 
Edward Paget. 
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